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The Travel Diaries of Robert Pitcairn WS 
Introduction 


Robert Pitcairn WS (1793-1855) was at the heart of Scottish cultural life in the final years of 
the Scottish Enlightenment. He was a friend of Sir Walter Scott, a member of the Society of 
Antiquaries in Scotland, and part of the group around James Maidment in the Bannatyne 
Club and other intellectual societies that led the editing and reprinting of countless key 
Scottish historical works. For much of his career he acted as assistant to Thomas Thomson, 
the Deputy Clerk Register at Register House, the home of Scotland's national archives. This 
was not always a happy arrangement, with Pitcairn at one stage involved in a complaint to 
the Commissioners on the Public Records as to promises made him about pay and 
remuneration. From 1853 he was one of four official searchers of the national records for 
incumbrances. 


This pair of volumes tells the story of Pitcairn's midlife journey across central Europe and 
dates from the height of his career as an author, lawyer and historian. His travels began in 
July 1832 with an eye-witness account of Belgium amid its war of liberation against the 
Netherlands, a conflict that would end with the declaration of Belgian independence in 1839. 
The journey would take Pitcairn through France, parts of what is now Germany, 
Switzerland and as far as the Savoy in the Western Alps. 


It is not known whether Pitcairn intended the diaries for publication, and this is their first 
appearance in any published form. He was already a published historian, and 1833 would 
see the appearance of his greatest work, Criminal Trials in Scotland from 1588 to 1624 which 
appeared under the aegis of the Bannatyne Club and which inspired Sir Walter Scott's 
Ayrshire Tragedy. It is still considered a useful and significant source today. 


Pitcairn is no Boswell, but he is an interested and observant traveller who makes considered 
and generous comment on everything he sees and is prepared to take pleasure - for the most 
part, at least - in what he experiences: the Europe he passes through has since been radically 
reshaped and reordered by conflict and social change and his account is a valuable one. 
Above all, this is a Europe before the coming of modern industry and the railway: it is still 
very much a Georgian Europe in that sense and one that Pitcairn experiences at a pre- 
industrial pace and with pre-industrial attitudes. 


Following Pitcairn's marriage in 1839 to Hester (who would die in 1903 having seen her 
100% birthday) Pitcairn would publish only once more - an edition of the diary of James 
Melvil in 1842. He collapsed and died suddenly in Elgin's bookshop on Edinburgh's York 
Place in July 1855. 


| “Z u, Pates Zoo - Z- SAAL 
| ise ۶/2 beg 
| 2 f0g4 & $097 Eto = 


£ 7 21 
4 = : j 
7 AU E و‎ 2 RR / 
Po Ë w£ 4 7 EF. d ۸ £ AA t ۳ P. 
1 A = / é i 
d ¿ 


£ H 
amc ٤ 


R.P. 

Harvie's Notes 8100-1-2-3-4 £20 

Do. 8105 £25 

Geo 8094 to 8094 to 8099 £20 - the last £25 
Wrote [illeg] 27th. Thursday 

Gave Geo £20 


FAR. 7 له‎ = WERKE. 
My f po line aD Me RA 


Sones aud Ld cola را‎ qum ff aio) 
Z; £ of مو دص هم )ره‎ les ÑU cc, 4 t. 


^ d 
Ze C y CPP Bes 1%, 


=/ DA. Ad Ruth éa 


ja u c GA ا مهم‎ de Z معام رسكم‎ ~ 
5 : Y Cat a Za 4 292,800 em Ç (Zaa 


A Ack / 
ét E 7975 “ex ea dfi, fruity VEUSA, 
74 رب‎ r Ye Pe 2 scher the 


aru: سس‎ 
/ 
rge ( VULNS y fara ALS — کرس و‎ 
lio 
= i Z As. Vie trian ta 244008. 


JA AA 

«2 Apa bite thaw J 
efi in ath. 
/ cia EE کي‎ n 


6 4 t سح‎ lw 9 
bei 277 1 17/224 


Cow we & 
atl wee oh, fr e fr Se? Es و‎ 
سم یریغ مين رو‎ a coll, د‎ -— 


a‏ سه گے اھ ہمہ 


Lafen 
ب‎ 


3 
£ 
d 


| asin CAL’ Gace 


jas pt Y art ذه‎ ¿ee 


Berne.} 185 Sept 3d. 


3d Septr. Monday - BERNE is 

my favorite spot above all other towns in 
Switzerland, and is certainly as far superior 
in point of appearance & elegance to Gene- 
-va as Perth is to Leith or Dundee! The 
Canton is second in rank in the Confeder- 
-ation, & contains 292,000 inhabitants. 

It is very rich in cattle, fruits, vines, 
manufactories of cloth &c and besides the 
iron mines of Jura has many paper 

and other manufacturies &c. The town is more 
richly and regularly built than any- 

-thing we saw in Switzerland - and al- 
-most better than any other con- 

-tinental Town we visited. At 

all events, for its size, it is the 

most handsome and well “got up” 

Town one can meet with anywhere 


And in point of situation is nearly 
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unrivalled, being built upon a hill or 
rock, which is surrounded almost 

on all sides by the rapid and beau- 
-tiful river Aar, over which there 

is on one side a beautiful stone 

bridge - and immediately underneath 
the terrace, behind the Church, there 

is a moveable wooden bridge of 

boats, regulated by a chain for the 
transit of passengers, cattle &c on 

that side, the river being by far 

too rapid for an ordinary ferry-boat. 
Berne was founded in 1191 by 

Berthold V Duke of Zehringen, and was 
Declared independent so far back as 1218. 
The most remarkable feature of this 
Capital is the splendid masonry 

and regularity of all the streets. On 
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each side of all the main streets there are 
porticos or piazzas, behind which the 
best shops are situated - and the car- 
-riage ways being very ample, there 

is sufficiency of light. Owing to 

this convenience, probably, all the in- 
-habitants wear dress caps of a 

singular structure - the lower classes 

of starched black lace of a very 
becoming shape - for the Bernese are 
proverbially pretty & well coloured. The 
costumes of the higher classes somewhat 
resembles that of the citizens - excepting 
where French & English fashions make inroads 
on female vanity. We particularly 
noticed that it seemed to be the 

ambition of the higher order of female 
servants, milliners'-girls &c to dress 


and pass for French. This remark does 
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not apply peculiarly to Berne - for I 

first noticed it in Schaffhausen, the 
frontier town, and in every other district 
thro’ which we passed. 

In the worst weather the inhabitants 

can go “a shopping” without bonnets or 
pattons - for the piazzas, being very 
deep, afford compleat protection from the 
rain & snow of winter, & the sun of 
summer. As usual, we bought a 

few souveniers in some of these shops. 
The lighting & watering of the town 

are admirably managed - for, not- 
-withstanding of the height on which 

it stands, the principle streets are 
intersected by broad water runs of 
several feet in breadth, & at least a 

foot in depth, constantly flowing 


with pure water, which clears 
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away all impurities, the street sweepings 
&c. at regulated distances, which are per- 
-petually running with the clearest 
water, which is excellent in taste 

& quality - for I often drank from 

them. - underneath each fountain 

is a broad reservoir for rinsing 

cloathes &c - and these empty them- 
-seves into the broad water-course. 

The effect, in point of appearance is 

very pleasing, & must be of the 

greatest service to the health & con- 
-venience of the inhabitants. In 

passing, I may note for recollection, that 
here, as well as in many other 

towns in Switzerland, the girls who 


draw water for culinary & family 
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purposes, carry handsome copper vessels, 
holding about the quantity of from ۸ 

to 2 Scotch water pitchers. These are 

scoured as bright as burnished gold, 

and when filled at the fountain are 

dextrously caught <up by the girls> on their heads, and 
away they go at a swinging sort of 

trot, without spilling a single drop. 

I have often admired their singular 

address in managing this matter. They 

so adjust part of the head «and their hair? as to 
serve for a cushion - and in places 

where they wear very high ornamented 

combs, they neatly stick them to on side 

before poising their brazier. 

It takes exactly 20 minutes to 

March from «one of» the extremities of the town 
to the other - but nevertheless the 


-city is straight, having only three 
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leading streets, running parallel to 

each other. The rest are bye-lanes, and 

a lower town is built at the foot of the 
hill of meaner appearance. 

The cathedral is a handsome Gothic 
building, which was commenced in 1421 
& finished in 1502. The front is very 
richly carved, especially the great portal, 
which has a vast number of curi- 

-ous sculptures. The steeple is 191 feet 
‚high, but we did not seek to ascend 

it, the place being under repair, & 

we had our hands full otherwise. 

We did not go to the Museum, which, 
with the exception of the library, is 

the only public sight worth a strangers 
attention, tho' some make interest 

to see a few private small collections 

of pictures, which we were told were 


no great things. 
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We walked all around the city & 

its various beautiful promenades 

until about noon, when we had agreed 
with a voiturier to start with us for 
Neuchatel, where he engaged to set us 
down before 9p-m. 

Having discharged our bill, we re- 
-luctantly bid adieu to this charming 
city, shortly after 12 today - but before 
proceeding, I must note a circumstance 
peculiar, I believe, to this place. Many 
years ago a plan was instituted in Berne 
for the reformation as well as pun- 
-ishment of delinquents so as to make 
them, both during the time of the in- 
-fliction of imprisonment & after their 
discharge, better members of society. 
Instead of our system of Bridewells and 


Houses of Correction, it early appeared 
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to the Senators of Berne that the most 
effectual punishment, in the estimation of 
thieves and vagrants themselves, is hand 
work, indifferent lodging and diet, and 

the want of social intercourse with those 

of their own stamp. They therefore 

framed laws by which the delinquent 

sh'd be serviceable to the state - and providing that 
his punishment sh'd be open in the 

sight of his fellows, as a perpetual lesson 

of the fruits of misconduct and crime. 

For the first fault (if slight) they are 

set to work upon ramparts, public 

works &c, less open to public view - 

for a second fault they are chained, 

at least have a clog fastened over one of their 
legs, and at very early hours in the 

morning they are arranged in bands under 
proper overseers set to cleanse the 

public streets & sewers, remove the 


ashes &c and act as scavengers. Their 
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Sentences are of course of longer or shorter 
duration in proportion to the nature of 

their crime; with powers to the overseers 

to report, from time to time, the state of the 
conduct of each prisoner to the Governor, 

on whose representation, in extraordinary 
instances part of the sentence may be remitted. 
Thus these felons are daily serviceable 

to the community - and at same time 

their punishment is sufficiently severe to 

the criminals, and <their fate proves> an example to those 
of their own stamp. The rigorous enforce- 
-ment of these laws has been most 

Beneficial to the state of police in Berne - 

but I rather think the system has not 

been extended out of the city to other 

Cantons. I was awaked in the morning 

by the heavy tramp of a squadron of 


these gentry of both sexes, armed 
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with shovels and brooms, but by the time 

I had thought fit to arise, they were too 

far off to allow me to observe their 

costume «the whole of» which is so eccentric, that even 
if any of them sh'd break bounds they 

must of necessity be stopped at the first 

barrier or military post! I c'd only 

notice that they were all dressed alike, 

and that they all wore heavy sabots 

or wooden clogs. They are removed 

from public gaze during the day, & are 

locked up separately at night. When 

working, they go in gangs under officers 

with drawn swords - &, as the discipline 

is martial, they must work in silence. 

Their food & the duration of punishment 

depend entirely on their own conduct 

«and the strict enforcement of all their tasks» generally operates as a 
powerful incitement to "amendment of 

life and conversation". 


Unluckily, when we passed their 
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place of confinement, I cd. not get a word 
of explanation from our voiturier, who 
could only speak broken German & Swiss! 


These views entirely coincide with my own ideas of punishment, 
whether for 


larger or smaller offences - and were I to 

be placed in the responsible situation of 
framing a code of Criminal Laws, I w'd 
certainly be inclined to adopt these as 

the ground work of British legislation 
which I have always considered as 

too uncertain and too sanguinary - too 
uncertain, because there are more than 19 
chances to 20 that by "quirks of law" &c the 
pannel escapes altogether - or even if 

he is sentenced to death, excepting in aggra- 
-vated cases of murder, forgery &c not one 
in 50 are executed - and too sanguinary 
because if the existing laws were just in 


force, several thousands must annually 
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be put to death for crimes, which, in the 
eye of God & man, are not worthy of the 
ultimate punishment of the law - and 
lastly, because the example is entirely 
lost from the frequency of the exhibition, 
& from the mental reservation in the minds 
of almost all the spectators (excepting in 
cases of punishment for murder) that the 
poor man is slaughtered unjustly. - But 
more than enough of this, which is out 
of place here. 

We had at first intended to have 

gone to Neuchatel by Biel & the lake 

of that name - but finding that it near- 
-ly doubled the distance, and that the 
scenery wd. not repay us, we determined 
on pursuing the direct route, especially 
as we had been grievously disappointed 
in relation to our Passport. Travellers 
going to Italy must touch at Berne to 

be identified, & to get their Passports 


counter signed by the state of Berne, and 
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the four Ministers resident there for the 
following powers, England, Sardinia, the 
Pope, the Pope’s master the Emperor of 
Austria. We gave our Passport in 

charge to the commissionaire of our Hotel 
on our arrival, & he undertook as usual 

to get our affair dispatched at or before 
midday, so as we might depart on our 
travels forthwith. In the morning we 
reminded the head-waiter, who assured us 
that all was in good train - & under 

that impression we set forth to our walk 
after taking an early breakfast. On our 
return, what was our dismay when we 
were informed that by some accident our 
Passport had been omitted, when some 
others were carried thro’! We stormed 

in vain, for that c’d not expedite the 
matter - but we called the Maitre 


.d'hotel, who professed grief that such 
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an accident sh'd have happened in his 
establishment. By way of making up the 
matter, he engaged to procure all the 
signatures & seals, and to forward them by 
next day's post to Geneva to our address 
poste restante. And assured us that 

it was impossible that we sh'd be 
troubled on the road, as Berne alone 
was the place for visa ing, inspecting 

& stamping Passports for those parts of 
Switzerland; and if we were by chance 
asked for a sight of our passports at any 
intermediate town or barrier, it was 
enough to say it was forwarded to us 
poste-restante Geneva! This we cre- 
-dited, & set off quite comfortably - and 
but for our dexterity on two occasions 
wd. have had dearly to rue our 
credulity, by retracing our steps three 

or four days journey, besides the return 


and consequent delay & expenses. 
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The day was delightful when we 

left Berne, and we were in high spirits - 
and, to enjoy our last glimpse, we drove slowly 
out of its gates. The ground rises very 

high in leaving the city, & we walked up 
the hill to relieve our poor horse. Here 

we passed a place where there were several 
bears kept - the national emblem of 

Berne arising from some legend of won- 
-derful feats done by a Bear belonging 

to its founder who in honor of his dumb 
friend called his infant city Berne, the 

town or city of the Bear, which he also 
adopted for his arms & crest. I may 

here mention that the said Bruin is cut 
beside a gigantic figure of the founder in 
armour, which surmounts the principal 
fountain - and on some of the others 

Mr Bruin appears in a full suit 

of armour, attended by a Bearish 


figure! At every turn you are 
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bored with bears throughout the whole 
Canton, until at last the joke is hardly 
Bearable. The blessed bear of Bradwur- 
-dine was but a trifle to this! 

Well - after advancing on our 

road a few miles, we met numbers of 
soldiers on the march, straggling, & some 
of them staggering. In the morning we 
saw in the market place nearly two 
regiments of raw ill-disciplined looking 
troops, evidently newly arrived from a 
long march -and there we believed 
were further detachments - but what 
all this hustle cd. mean we cd. not 
divine! On applying to our German or 
Swiss driver he shook his head, looked 
grave and said "Revolution in Berne"- 
ah, ah! His other jabberings, [which] 
when the soldiers were past were bad 
slang, but he wasted the sweetness of 


his gutteral tongue on the decent air 
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chatel 
for neither of us could understand a word 
he said, farther, than [that] we c'd gather 
that there was some rumpus and that we 
were probably in a mess at that very mo- 
-ment for want of any passport or cre- 
-dentials! Pushing on a little farther, we 
past about half a battalion resting on their 
arms at the foot of a steep hill, down 
which we dragged our wheels, under a 
continued fire of German, Swiss, & bad French 
from strolling soldiers, who jeered & hooted at 
us as we past. This we had of course to 
pocket with as good a grace as possible 
-for each of our jeerers carried a musket, 
bayonet & sword, like other foreign troops - 
and besides had we "rode rusty" any one 
of these rascals might have had the power 
to demand a sight of our passports as "guar- 
-dians of the public weal" in troublous 


times. But the best was yet to come 
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for we had to stand fire from the whole 
line who seemed exasperated to see us sitting 
at our ease, while they were sweltering 
under a burning sun, loaded with arms 

& accoutrements & not a little influenced 
by wine & brandy. Their officers seemed 
to have no more command of them than 

a man has of an unbridled wild horse. 
They slunk to the rear to avoid the shame 
of being recognized by foreigners in so 
depressed a state. Whatever we felt 

we looked as good humoured as possible - 
and our man, who fidgetted under the 
awkwardness of the situation dismounted, 
unfixed the drag and drove off at the 
briskest pace his nag could muster 

under a fresh volley of scorn. Luckily 
(excepting some drunken stragglers) this 
was the last of it - but tho' short in rela- 
-tion it was very hard to endure. 

The drive was less picturesque, for 


as soon as the chain of hills beyond 
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Berne are passed, the character of the 
country entirely changes & greatly for the worse. 
We dined at Aarberg, where we 

met a staff - officer and numerous soldiers 
all pressing onwards to Berne - and here 
we learnt that a revolutionary plot at 
Berne, Neuchatel &c had been detected. 

It was one against the liberties of the 
people, on the part of the patricians, 

who desired to put down all Republican 
Opinions. The particulars we cd. not learn 
as people spoke so guardedly. All we cd. 
with certainty learn was that numerous 
noble & patrician heads of families had 
been imprisoned, at both places, and 

that the strongest measures were adopted, 
as it was discovered that large sums of 
money were distributed among people 

of the distant parts of the Cantons of 


Berne &c who were in readiness to 
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march on the capital, take possession, and 
then they would be backed by Austria, or some 
other aristocratical power, to hold down 

the people in greater thraldom than ever. Many had 
escaped, fearing the worst, & Berne espe- 
-cially was thinned of many of its 

best families, who either were guilty, or 
dreaded being involved in the consequences 
of a bloody civil war - this was com- 

-fort with a vengeance! We cd. hear 

nothing certain, & were plainly told that 

the journals we saw durst not speak 

out on either side. Thus we had 

no course left but to push on, which 

we did as soon as our horses had 

rested. 

Aarsberg, which is 4 leagues from 

Berne stands on a peninsula formed 

by the river Aar, from which it takes 

its name, as it surrounds the town 

on three sides. All was bustle 


when we departed from it by a covered wooden 
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bridge, like many others which we passed. 
The road from thence to Neucha 

-tel is rather interesting, and froma 

part of it we had a full view of the 

same range of glaciers which we saw 
from Berne - &c especially towards sun- 
-set, the scene was most enchanting. 
Having been overtaken by a malle-post, 
we kept company for a considerable 
time, & both man & horse were exhiler- 
-ated thereby. We had a distinct view 

of the Bieler-see from the high grounds 
& at the same time of the lake of Neucha- 
-tel, which we reached within the 
Stipulated time. Our host was very 

kind & we had a state bed-room, and 
passed a most comfortable night. No 
demand was made for our Pass- 

-ports & we had only to inscribe 


our names in the ordinary Police 
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book, which every hotel keeper is bound 
to keep, and make return of all his 
lodgers at 9 every night. Those tra- 
-vellers names who happen to arrive 
after that hour are returned next mor- 
-ning at 9. This book has in all cou- 
-tinental countries a number of 

columns for the name & surname, place 
of birth & residence, age, where from, 
whither bound, cause of journey, and 
other annoying and unimportant parti- 
-culars. At first an Englishman is 

nettled beyond measure at these res- 
-trictions, & the eternal marking, coun- 
-ter-marking, & signing at every turn, 
the exhibition of your passport at every barrier and 
fortified place, & at all frontier towns 

a double search of every article in 

one's possession where the police paw 
& turn over all one's linens & cloathes, 


& search every cranny of every box, 
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Trunk, and bag, however small, in 

quest of prohibited goods. Nay, in 

entering France from Geneva a scoundrel? 
Feels the person of each traveller all over 

to prevent smuggling, altho’ you previously 
make declaration of all trinkets &c which 
by their tariff are subject to duty. The 

ladies are more roughly handled, for fe- 
males are employed to search them to 

the skin, every rag being probed and 
turned over - and if the least suspicion 
exists the law empowers them to strip 
delinquents to the chemise. Several of our 
fellow travellers were most indignent 

at the indecent usage they had experienced, 
especially three French & Italian ladies who 
were most loud in their complaints 

at being so tumbled about - but all 

this merely increases the vigilance of 

the infernal harpies at the Douane 


who it seems got a large percentage 
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on confiscated goods which they have 


been instrumental in detecting. 


[tou] 
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4th Septr. Tuesday. Neuchatel 

is also known by the German name 
Neuenburg. It is situated on the 
margin of the Lake, on the torrent of 
Seyon, which takes its rise in the 

Vale of Raz and often causes great 
devastation, at the breaking up of storms, 
and after heavy rains. We were at 

the best Inn, the Faucon, which is 

very elegantly built & well furnished 
and is capable of accomodating a great 
number of travellers. The attendance 
and civility in this establishment were 
very good & the charges moderate. 
Here we heard a little more of the 
intended revolution, which seemed to 


have been pretty well concerted and 
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spread its ramifications thro’ a great part 

of Switzerland, but seemed to be entirely 
crushed by the apprehension of the ring-leaders, 
who were persons of high rank, and very 
influential in their respective districts. 

All along the banks of the lake the richest 
vineyards are situated, & seem to be very 
productive. We had some old Neuchatel 
wine, which was highly flavoured and 
strong - & is in high reputation. 

The chief curiosities & sights are the 

old castle, the Cathedral &c - and there are 
various stations for fine views of the 

lake, which however we did not visit, as we 
had occasion to see finer in passing 

along the side of the lake, on our way 

to Yverdon. 

The Lake of Neuchatel is 

nine leagues long and two at its greatest 


breadth - and has quite the appearance 
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of an arm of the sea. The opposite 

coast is flat & uninteresting, but the 

side on which the town is built is 
beautiful, & quite covered with vineyards 
to the tops of the hills, & has the richest 
appearance. The two tiers of Alps of 
Switzerland & Savoy are distinctly seen, 
And from the heights one can perceive 
>the whole range from« Mont Blanc to the mountains in Uri 
& Schwitz - & even Titlis & Pilatus can 

be recognized from some of the adjoining 
hills. This alone wd. constitute the situ- 
-ation as one of the greatest in Switzerland. 
Having a long ride before us, and 

a good number of hills to ascend, we 

set off immediately after breakfast, hav- 
-ing hired our voiturier to carry us 

on to Lausanne, where he stipulated 

to set us down about 9 at night. 

The drive along the banks of the lake 

is very agreeable, and possesses consi- 


-derable variety. We passed the 
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towns & villages of Colombier, Boudry, Bevais, 
St Aubin, Concise, Onnens, Granson, 

and Yverdon which are all near the 

banks of the lake, & many of them having 
old castles, more or less picturesque. 

The Jura range of mountains runs 

behind these slopes. On crossing the 
Prussian line, at the barriers of the 
Canton of Neuchatel, which is very 

small, we were accosted by Prussian 
douaniers who demanded our Passports. 
We told they were forwarded to Geneva, 
on which they said we could not pass 

but must return to Neuchatel or 

Berne, & await the arrival of our 
passports from Geneva to which they 
said we sh'd lose no time in writing 

-that their instructions were to 

suffer no one to pass without ex- 


-amining & marking their passports 
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-and that they had turned several that 
very day and the preceding. We remon- 
-strated but it availed nothing, they 
merely shrugged their shoulders & said 
"c'est un damages - mais n'importe"! 

I then luckily thought of our certificates 

of health, especially that from Frankfort, 
which bore that we were to be 

allowed to pass everywhere, having 

been examined & found to be in sound health. 
The bait took - & the Pass being in 

German, they dd. not read any thing 

farther than that it was a Passport 

of Frankfort, which tho' a duplicate 

was sufficient! We apologized for 

giving them so much trouble, being 

strangers & unacquainted wt. their 

forms! - here mutual bowing 

commenced - our certificates of health 


were entered as Passports, & they gave 
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the magic words “Laissez passer"! - 

On we drove, chuckling at our good 
luck, & the harmless ruse we had 
exercised. Had the rascals rode 

rusty there was no redress. We must 
have remained 5 or 6 days until our 
Passports should have been forwarded from 
Geneva - or, perhaps, we wd. have been 
put to the expense of a courier & in 

the meantime placed under surveillance 
-for the country was then in a 

disturbed state, & the suspicious cirum- 
-stance of travelling without a passport 
was more than enough to have even 
subjected us to imprisonment till we 

cd. be lawfully identified! In fact 
military law had been proclaimed. 

We dined at Yverdon a small 

town at the extremity of the Lake, 


which is built at the junction of 
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the rivers Orbe and Thiel, where they 
fall into the lake. The Hotel de 

Londres is a pretty good Inn, & we had 
a tolerable dinner, tho' it was a fair 

day & the town in the utmost confusion 
with country people, horses, cattle &c &c 
After having rested an hour, we drove 
on slowly, as the road gradually rises 
for several miles. The Jura here rises 

at Chaperon 3625 feet above the 

Lake - but a very excellent road 

is formed. From the summit a good 
view of the lake is to be had - in- 

-deed from various stations a great 
variety of prospects are to be got, all 
more or less interesting. The road from 
the summit, until you begin to des- 
-cend near Lausanne, is not very 
agreeable, excepting the range of Mont 
Blanc &c which begin to shew them- 
-selves - But here the sun-set, and 


a most exquisitely clear evening 


z & Pe 27 q 27 Ah T. ; 
Z x Le AU نموه‎ m Z< LO Í | 
A “tena lous Mo Ela eco | 


ew Me eio. X uta uud, LR VU |‏ گر 
X d lis. d o > Ye‏ > 
KS puto A Ze loda. |‏ 
y A |‏ کے ze Cafe au?‏ 
s rM cometo |‏ 
Le: 9: La‏ 
à y healt on lha face)‏ 
aA |‏ د په ووو er‏ 


| 1 = pe nae prow ZEL 
— a ane ےس عن‎ 
DA de [p.d وي‎ p Z و‎ Rr پور‎ 7 


aL t AL re C aa he 


E - 
af و‎ the natat. A + < Ferro 
f< ene atin Citys, 


€ ode uc رت که‎ Ma C 
Se ےت‎ a هيد‎ - ate 


2e 


Neuchatel} 216 Septr. 4th 


shone forth with a full moon & innumer- 
-able stars. On approaching the descent, 
immediately over the town of Lausanne, the view 
of the lake & mountains by moon- 

-light was quite enchanting. The descent 
is so extremely rapid and lengthened, that 
we had to drag for a very consider- 

-able distance. 

Lausanne} 

Lausanne is built on the face 

of a very steep bank situated at the 
distance of about a mile from the Lake 

of Geneva, & its streets are in many places 
so steep that it is with the utmost dif- 
-ficulty that carriages can be dragged 

up to the principal hotels. Fearing the 
consequences, we came out of our car- 
-riage, as did a party which accom- 
-panied us - & even the horses 

Repeatedly fell & every few steps struck 
fire with their hoofs. At length, 


however, we got to the Faucon 
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the best hotel in the place. To shew 
how far the English are preferred in 
Switzerland - & indeed throughout the Con- 
-tinent, I may note that on our road 

to Neuchatel we met with a party 

of Russian & German travellers. They 
evidently directed their driver to keep 
before us so as to select the best rooms 
when they stopped. As usual, in 

going thro' the town, a furious cracking 
of whips announced our arrival, each 
coachee vying with his brother whip 
which shd. outcrack his fellow. The 
cracking redoubled as we approached 
the inn, & increased speed put into the 
horses to make a splendid "draw 

up"! Our Russian had the start, & 
forthwith began to merchander about 
their beds &c - we quietly desired "une 
"chambre au deux lits" (ic a double 
bedded room, having only one port- 
-manteau between us). The waiters 


scraped the ground, & bowed us 
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the state bed-room, for married people, 
in the centre of the Hotel, with splendid 
mirrors, couches & two handsome 
French beds - Our Russians were 
marched up sevl. pair of stairs, and 

did not get arranged until we had 
seated ourselves in the Salle a Man- 
-ger to our wine & after having 
washed &c. This was not due 

to our appearance - for we were 

in fearful dishabille with dusty & 
rusty cloathes, mustachios, & all the 
tear & wear of a hot day’s journey 

on our shoulders. - The same 

people tracked us next day, with the 
same result - but fortunately we got 
rid of them in Geneva, as they had 
gone to another hotel with a high 
sounding name, but destitute of the 


comfort of the Couronne, where we 
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resided. We had the curiosity of asking 

at different places the cause of the 
preference. It was simply that in 

general the English were so "douce" (gentle) 
and gave so little trouble - that they were 
cleanly & careful of their best furniture 

-that they did not bargain - & that 

servants had little or no trouble wt. them 
compared to Germans, French, Russians 

&c who required constant attendance, 

were troublesome, noisy, dirty, and 

spoilt their furniture &c I little 

expected such a character of my coun- 
-trymen having, before leaving home, 

had an idea that they were purse 

proud, domineering & altogether a nuisance 


in foreign countries. Mais voila! 
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5th Septr Wednesday. Started early 
before breakfast to see all the Town, & such 
curiosities as were visible at that hour - 


and walked over all the most interesting 
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portions of it - with a considerable part 

of the environs - & returned, as hungry 

as hawks, for breakfast. 

From our bedrooms we had on the 
preceeding evening a splendid view of the 
Lake by moon-light - but it was of 

course contracted from the winding of the 
banks & the interposing mountains, for 

it is only from the summit of the 

adjoining hill, that any extensive view 

can be had. We accordingly sallied 

forth as early after breakfast as possible, 
and mounted to the top of the tower of the 
cathedral, and from there had our first 
view of some lofty mountains on the 
opposite side of the Lake. Tho’ the 

view was fine, it was by no means 

so magnificent as I was led to expect, 


owing to the structure of the 
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neighbouring hills, which greatly intercept 
the lake - indeed, the lake itself, forms 
numerous bays, & is rather irregular in 

its shape when viewed from this 

station. 

The steam boats which ply on the 

lake call at regular hours at five 

stations on the south side of the Lake - 

for on the North Side there are no towns 
of any importance, owing to the barren- 
-ness of the country under that range 

of hills which interpose themselves between 


the sun >& the narrow stripe of valley between them & the lake« but the 
soil is there very bare, 


and apparently insusceptible of cul- 
-ture, excepting in patches. Here & there, 
where the lake recedes from the side 

of the mountains; when within some 
miles of Geneva, however, the soil is 
equal on both sides, the ground being 
broad & flat. We hastily settled our 

bill on returning, and only arrived 


at Ouchy at a mile distance 
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Lake of Geneva 


where “the Lemau” (so called from one of the 
names of the lake) lay off to receive 
passengers. About eight boats full of pasen- 
-gers went on board in a very hot and 
sunny morning. We never were so much 
annoyed with wasps as at this place, 

all along the beach, and about half 

a mile out on the lake. They were liter- 

-ally in thousands & almost like summer 
flies & most "impertinently inquisitive" 
poking about every corner & crevice of 
every ones dress. It was amusing to 

see the good folks switching them off with 
all manner of offensive & defensive 
weapons. By the way, the common people 
professed themselves glad when the wasps 
were so very wicked and bitter - as 

it uniformly betokens an abundant and 
excellent vintage. 


The vessel soon puffed off, and 
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we were in a few minutes in the 

centre of the Lake of Geneva at the place 
where it is broadest & deepest. 

The Lemau or Lake of Geneva 

is of immense size, being (when meas- 

-ured along the margins) 18 ?4 leagues 

but in a straight line drawn across 

it in the shortest manner 14 leagues 

in length. Its greatest breadth is 

3 Ya leagues and 1 at the place 

where it is narrowest, which is at 

Nyon. Its greatest depth is 900 feet. 

Having previously had occasion to notice the 
Rhone at several stations, I may 

mention that it falls into this lake 

by three branches at Villeneuve, which 

we afterwards visited on our return 

from Chamauni [Chamonix]. Besides this rapid 
river, no less than 41 smaller rivers 

and streams fall into this magnificent 


sheet of water, which by the way 
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never freezed excepting at the 

shallowest places for a few feet from 

the margins - and at Geneva, between 

the town & the great sand-bank, where 

the water is still - but even that in 

very severe winters only, the extreme depth 
and rapidity of the current partly account for this. 
It would be vain, as well as 

unnecessary, to attempt even a faint 

outline of the appearance of this splendid 
lake - for no description could re- 

-call the sensations produced by a 

sight of it. I have taken a better mode 

to perpetuate these feelings, & at same 

time give a lively idea of its grandeur 

to any friends, having purchased the 

grand panoramic view of it, which, if 

we all reach home in safety, I mean 

to frame handsomely along with 


some other souveniers of "foreign 
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parts", which I can verbally describe 

to my fireside friends - and at same 
time revive my own impressions. 
Suffice it here to say, that looking 
downwards, we saw the nobler features 
of the Lake, being the stupendous mountains 
above & beyond the Castle of Chillon, ren- 
-dered immortal by the pen of Byron, 
and those to other side of Villeneuve &c 
&c. The boat successively glided past St. 
Sulpice, Morges, Etoy, St Prex, Rolle, 
Dully, Nioux, Celigny, Copet, Versey, 
Gentod, Vernex (Voltaire's residence) & 
Lacouex. Long before we came within 
sight of Geneva the whole banks of the 
lake are literally studded with villas, 
pleasure houses, vinyards, &c &c- 

The view is certainly most enchanting. 
At length we saw Geneva itself, rearing 
its crest majestically over the whole, 

at the further extremity of the lake, 


and all of us longed to be set ashore 
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but we must first pass under the sur- 
-veillance of the Douanes, & exhibit pass- 
-ports! This we resolved on - that I 

shd. remain on board & watch our small 
kit of luggage, while George shd. hand his 
bill of health (Frankfort) as sufficient 
passport - go to the poste restante - get 
our letters, & then return & relieve me 

& depart to our Inn! The bait took. 

Off he went - got our letters, & among 

the rest our principal passport - & re- 
-turned with a goodly packet of news from 
home, which we had so long & eagerly 
wished for. No one can tell the pleasure 

of such a packet but he who has longed for it. 
We trudged on to "the Couronne" 

to which we had been particularly re- 
-commended - and found it stuffed 

with guests. The table d'hote had com- 
-menced, & we merely washed & sat down 


to an excellent dinner, to which we 
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did ample justice, for it was past 5 

and we had breakfasted before 8! Altho' 
it began to get dark by the time dinner 
was finished, we rummaged all over the 
place, & from what we saw were sorely 
disappointed! - as we had pictured to 
our imagination Geneva as one of 

the Queens of cities. But alack for 

all such theories - see & believe! 
Geneva is in reality a mean town, 
containing a population of 30,000 - has 
narrow, ill paved streets, with the strangest 
mixture of bad, middling, & a very few 
good buildings. It is merely a manu- 
-facturing place for all kinds of watch 

& clock work, jewellry &c for which it 
is still unrivalled. The better class of 
citizens and opulent visitors all live 

at villas on the banks of the lake, 

and on the adjacent high grounds far 


beyond the precincts of the town. 
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The only tolerable buildings in Geneva are 

at the upper part of the town, I think called 
Mount Brilliant [Montbrillant] &c near to the public walls 
on the fortifications -the rest is as bad 

as the Kirkgate of Leith - to the full as dir- 
-ty, with buildings as mingled as there & in the 
Tollbooth Wynd! What a falling off is there, 
from what we had anticipated from our 
imaginary city! But Geneva is of all 

places in the world the most seductive, in 
regard of ones cash. The jewellery and bi- 
-jouterie of all sorts, watches, rings, broaches, 
& all manner of trinkets meet one in 

the most captivating forms - & he must 

have firm purse strings, indeed, who comes 
off at an expense of 500 or 600 francs! 

The jeweller, whose premises we 

chiefly frequented, made a most laquacious 
remark, & one which comes pretty near 

the truth. Geo. Remarked to him the 

narrow minded policy of the French 


making such absurd restrictions 
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to prevent the admission of 6 
workmanship into France - & also the 
hardship an Englishman paying double duty, to France 
(thro’ which he was merely passing, as a 
foreigner) and to England, which was per- 
-haps well enough - Our bijoutier 

dryly remarked, "If our goods cd. be had in 
Paris & in London as low as we can afford 
to sell them here, they wd. no longer be 

so highly prized - the market wd. soon be 
glutted, & no one wd. care for our wares! 
-no! no! keep up the restrictions, say 

I! People fly to us to buy, & strain every 
nerve to smuggle, or at all events to 

posess some specimens of our art - because 
they are difficult to be had genuine! The 
French imitations are deservedly held 

very cheap - tho' we cd. easily under- 

-sell them, if permitted - No! No! 

give me the restrictions - and if you 

please make them severer. We know 


how to manage!" 
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There are few public buildings worth 
noticing - the only ones we visited was 
the "Musee Rath”, or “ Academie de 
Dessin”, where there were at the time 
some very tolerable pictures exhibited, 
After the plan of the Royal Academy. The 
Same institution undertakes the education 
of young artists. I have preserved the 
catalogue, in remembrance of the fact. 
The churches, hospital, Library &c are really 
not worth naming, tho’ paraded among 
the curiosities - & as for the botanical 
garden, it is all very well for those 
botanists who are lucky enough to 
procure tickets. It seems small & un- 
-important, tho’ I heard they had in 

their Museum several Herbaria rich 

in Swiss plants, among others that of 
Haller - but then even botanists must 


be specially introduced. To me it wd. 
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have been a regular bore, or I might have 
applied - but I wd. not give a rush to 

see all the dried plants ever collected! 

The chief natural feature of Geneva 

is its commanding & lovely situation - and 
after that the river Rhone, which 

rushes out of the lake with immense 
velocity, and divides the town into two 
inequal parts, with an intermediate 

island. This river, like the lake, is 
wonderfully transparent being literally of 
the appearance of chrystal, so that you can 
see fish, bubbles &c at a great depth. 
Across the entire bed of the river at the 
various bridges & other places, mills 

for grinding flour & other heavy work 
Are kept constantly going, altho' the 
ground over which the water passes 

is nearly a dead level! This may 

give one an idea of its velocity and 


force. The public walls are well 
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arranged & laid out, and are sufficiently 
diversified to induce nature, as well 

as strangers, to avail themselves of the 
healthful exercise. 

Besides the views from the heights 
above the town, there are splendid views 
from near the Porte-neuve, and the 

right bank of the lake, whence one 

sees the Méle 4516 feet above the 

level of the lake of a curious pyram- 
-idal form, but covered with rich 
pastures to the top, the Aiguilles and 
Buet (8,345) Dents d’Oche (5,655) 
Molesson (5.047) &c and towering above 
all these the majestic Mont Blanc 

(14,793 French feet high) It may here 

be noted, for recollection, that this truly 
sublime mountain is clearly seen in all 
its magnificence at Lyons, over all the 


mountains of Bourgogne; also at Dijon, 
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and even at Langres, being 65 leagues in 

a direct line! From the immensity of 

its horizon, it is clearly demonstrated 

that were it not that the Appenines 

interpose themselves, a spectator 

situated on the summit of Mont Blanc wd. penetrate to 


within about 12 leagues >with the aid of a good telescope to< on the 
Mediterranean 


at Genoa! 

During the course of our stay 

there, we wandered about in all 
directions inquest of the picturesque 
-having found it necessary to make 
somewhat of a protracted visit, 

on account of our portmanteau &c not 
having been forwarded from Schaff- 
-hausen, from which we had dis- 
-patched it by Roulage, so far 

back as 25th August, on the mor- 
-ning of which day that conveyance set 
forth on its journey for Geneva 


(see backwards at page 98.) 
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This circumstance fretted us not a 
little, as we had all our souvenirs 

&c in these packages - and besides 
were put to the inconvenience of going 
about in such dresses as we had on 
our pedestrian tour, which was not 

a little annoying as the Table d'hote 
was attended by between 50 to 60 persons 
daily, among which number were a 
number of ladies! Every enquiry was 
made at all the coach-offices, carriers 
quarters, custom house, police officer, 
&c &c of which we made a regular 
tour daily. We also wrote to Schaff- 
-hausen, complaining of the delay 

& threatening prosecution for our de- 
-tention, including the expence of our 
lodgings - and other magniloquent 
fulminations, to force a speedy 


attention to our demand - and 
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to do so with the greater weight, we 
caused Mr Freundlen our jeweller, 

to write, as on behalf of us, his cor- 
-respondents! 

In the meantime, until we shd. 

get this matter satisfactorily arranged, 

I proposed to George to take this oppor- 
-tunity of seeing Chaumounix &c &c and 
to return to Geneva as our head quar 
-ters - where we discharged our 

bill, selected what things were most 
necessary for so short a tour, & held our- 
-selves ready to depart - leaving 

the rest of our baggage with the 
head-waiter who keeps a locked 

room for such purposes, with a 

list of the articles in his book. 

Thus, "having no tie", we hired 


a voiture to go with us the length 
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of Sallanche or St Martin, as we might 
find most convenient and engaged 
him to be ready before 6 next mor- 
-ning. 


Trip to Chamounix} 7th Septr. 


7th Septr. Friday. In a very beau- 
-tiful morning we started early, and 
having taken a cup of coffee, were 
ready for our man at the appointed 
time. Fortunately, during the pre- 
-ceding night & morning we had a 
very violent storm of thunder, light- 
-ning & rain, which had thoroughly 
cleared the air and, as we thought at 
that early hour, had also cooled the 
intense heat which for some time had 
been very sultry. 

As soon as we had got across 

the boundaries of Geneva (the Canton 


of which is the smallest in Switzer- 
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-Jand) and entered Savoy, we were as 
usual rewarded by "the polite attentions" 
of the Police of both - the one to see that 
we left them on good terms, the other 

to try what holes they cd. pick in our 
passports! We got handsomely thro' 

both ordeals, and were not asked for 

our bills of health as cholera had 

broken out in the Savoy, while we returned 
from our trip just in time to face 

purgation by quarantine on coming from an 


infected district. 


Bonneville} 

The drive is singularly uninter- 

-esting, until, passing a number of pal- 
-try villages, one reaches the small town of 
Bonneville, a fortified place, where 

by the way we saw a good number of 
soldiers, as well as in all the fron- 


-tier places, thro’ which we passed. 
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Here we were truly ready for breakfast 
at La Fourchette - & altho’ the bread was 
coarse, the coffee &c very bad, we con- 
-trived to make a very hearty meal. 
There being nothing worthy of our attention 
we rested at the Inn until the horses 
were ready to proceed. The only object 
of interest is the Mole, a mountain 
already mentioned 4,560 feet above 

the level of the Lake of Geneva. A 

very few travellers take guides from 
this, when they have more time to 

share than they know how to con- 
-sume - but the ascent & return 

from Bonneville may, with the aid 

of a guide, be accomplished in 8 or 9 
hours. the view of the lake of Gene- 

-va & perhaps of Mont Blanc must 


be fine from so commanding a 


pret 
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station - but the chief attraction is the 
prospect from thence of the Southern 
mountains. 

Passing onwards we touched at 

the strange town of Cluse [Cluses] which, at the 
gorge of the remarkable valley of 

Maglan [Magland], which terminates at Sal- 
-Jeuche, being a distance of 4 leagues. 

The natives of this place present the 

most disgusting specimens of goitre & 
scrofula, every creature you see having 
either the one or the other. Males 

seem to be less subject to goitre than 
females, in most places we passed- 

-indeed, cases of adult males having 

had goitres are rather unusual, but 

at Cluse & the adjoining country the 
hapless natives only rival each 


other in odious filth of person, & their 
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goitres are only less or more pende- 
-lous & monstrous, as if proud of their awful 
malady, have black bands with 

Small crucifixes or other ornaments 

so arranged as to form the exact 

centre of the goitre! That however 

is common to all goitrous countries. 
How melancholy, that the natives of 

a country which is the admiration 

of the world shd. be the most degraded 
of the human race, in external ap- 


-pearance! 


Valley of Maglan} 

The Valley of Maglan is 

extremely picturesque and magnifi- 
-cent throughout its whole extent. 
At Cluse, where it commences 

the Arve, a very precipitous 


mountain river which runs 
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into the Rhone at Geneva, is crossed 
by a bridge. It runs along the whole 
vale & has its rise from the numer- 
-ous glaciers & mountains forming the 
chain of Mont Blanc &c. its colour 

near to the mountains is almost the 
colour of cream or thick milk, being 
composed solely of melted snow & ice- 
which forms a pretty strong ground 
for the theory, that the goitres have 
their dismal origin from the natives 
being forced to use this intensely cold 
& unwholesome water - but I believe 
that “Doctors” still "differ" as to the real 


cause [iodine deficiency] of this loathsome disease. 


Grotto of Balme} 

At the distance of about half 

a league from Cluse, there is a curi- 
-ous grotto called the Grotto of 
Balme, close to the village of that 


name, about 1200 feet above the 
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level of the valley. The Grotto enters above 
620 feet into the interior of the mou- 
-tain, which is evidently of calcareous or 
limestone formation. We did not think 
it at all necessary to pay a guide 10 
francs & spend sevl. hours detaining 
our carriage & paying for it, to ascend 
to this grotto. 

About a quarter of a league farther 

we remarked a number of very strong 
springs of water, which it is believed 
have their source from the small 

lake of Flaine, which has no other 
known issue. We likewise saw the 
immense blocks of grey marble which 
detached themselves from the face of 
the crags in 1776 & fell with a tre- 
-mendous force. I did not hear whe- 
-ther there had been any lives lost. And 


near to the hamlet of Maglan 
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there is a very formidable echo. 

One of the greatest of the natural curi- 
-osities here is the fall called 

Nant d'Arpenas, the cascade of 

which falls from a height of 800 feet 
-but the water was scanty, in con- 
-sequence of the long drought in the 
mountains. It falls in the form 

of smoke of the purest white, and 
shews the most vivid rain bows 

when the sun is in the proper quar- 
-ter. In the Spring, the Innkeeper told us 
that this & many other falls, which 

had at that time little water, were. 

most magnificent - but the sight 

is alone reserved for the peasantry who 
look upon such wonders only as 
curses, for the water injures their 
grounds &c 


Another great natural curiosity 
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is to be met with at the Croix du Fer 
(Iron Cross) a mountain which rises 
7,030 above the sea, over Cluse and 
Maglan, & near the lake of Flaine 
-ostracites a kind of cockle which 

is found in abundance on the very 
summit! This mountain is also called 
Vernon. Numerous cornu Ammo- 

-nie & other petrifications are found on a rock on the 
road to St. Sigismund. 

The Baths of St Gervais are not 

far from this, but are difficult 

of ascent. The temperature ranges from 
31? to 33? of Reamur, and are effi- 
-cacious in all obstructions, gout, 
rheumatism &c 

Before approaching the place of 

our destination for the night (5t Mar- 
-tins) we past, on the left, a variety of 
the most extraordinary geological 


wonders extant. Stupendous preci- 
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-pices and sloping beds of limestone (I 

believe) >the strata of< some semicircular from top to 
bottom, others running in parallel lines 

others vertically, others diagonally - but 


all >perfectly regular in their stratal formation are< within a short range. 
It looked 


as if natures work had been stirred 
about in an immense seething-pot 

& the whole mess suddenly frozen! 

To a geologist it must be of in- 

-tense interest - On returning to 
Geneva I examined the geological tour 
of Saussure, who gives a very un- 
-satisfactory & inconclusive theory 

of the matter - attempting to shew how 
easily the thing cd. be done by the 
action of water - but his theory & 
explanation leave the secret where 

it was. I know not how many hun- 
-dred feet high & thick each of these 
enormous ranges are - but they form 


sections of a mountain as 
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accurately divided as if atchieved by 
enormous saws. A series of strata 

I have often seen perfectly regular or 
irregular in their structure - but such 

a singular series of masses thrown down 
in juxta-position, as if for the purpose 

of confounding the learned, I believe 
does not exist in nature. No theory 

of fire or water can prove how these 
stupendous mountains have been 
formed, & their bowels contorted in 
such a mighty manner. It utterly 

throws human learning & human sa- 
-gacity in the dust - & this truly 
magnificent display makes the proud- 
-est mind shrink into utter 
insignificance, for it cannot fathom 

or grasp, even in imagination, the 
original or remote causes >of the distortion< of these 


immense masses of matter. 
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After a very agreeable day's drive 

we reached the beautifully situated 
Hotel of St. Martins at 1⁄2 past 3, 
Delighted with our journey. Sallenche [Sallanches] 
is situated at the opposite side of 

the river, & is even more finely 

laid down by nature & art - but 

itis a noisy & expensive place, 

resorted to by the fashionable &c we 
were dissuaded from going there 

on that account. 

At St Martins [sur Arve] we encountered 
an English family, a [illegible] & Mrs 
Bervey who occupied the same salle 

a manger with ourselves - but 

with true English politeness they stuck 
together & to save annoyance we 

after dinner withdrew to a small 


parlor divided by a glass door from 
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our bearish country man & women. 

To such events, however we were now pretty 
well case-hardened & it did annoy us little. 
Here we wrote, after dark, 

To our friends, & retired early to pre- 

-pare us for starting on our arduous 


pedestrian tour next morning. 


8 Septr. Saturday. Rose early & 
breakfasted about 6, so as "to have the 
Day before us". I was early awaked 
by pealing of bells of St Martins 

and Sallenche, which vied with each 
other from sun-rise which sh'd do 
most honor to the day - the 

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin. The chimes were the oddest 

I ever heard, being played very quick 
of the merriest jig measure, & each 


having a regular tune, composed 
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of a very few notes, one 4 the other 
5 - but they managed to ring the 
changes abundantly on them equally to our 
amusement & annoyance - for 

they never ceased - & when we set 
out, each village took up the song 
until we had gone more than 

half way. All the Villagers were 

at church in their very best, & it was 
a strict Holy day - not a holiday 
like Sunday, when all amuse them- 
-selves in every possible way, after 
having attended Matins (6 oclock in 
the morning) when every one is a 
free man for the rest of the day. 

Our bill from here considerably ex- 
-eeded a Napoleon - & on enquiring 
the reason of the extravagant charges 
mine host told us that every 

ounce of butcher meat & groceries 
&c had to be brought from Geneva 
and paid double duty ie 
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import or tax to Geneva, and the 

same on crossing the borders of Savoy, 
besides tolls & carriage! They had only 
poultry, eggs & vegetables on the spot. 
Salleunche is still more expensive 

for they have four large inns, & only about 
5 months in the year to reap their 

harvest; so the poor English are scorched 
there in great stile - but, indeed, the 
travellers of all nations must contribute 

to the universal pillage 

When we set out the morning 

was very bright, and all nature seemed 

to harmonize with the joyous peals 

of the bells, & the happy circumstances 

of the peasantry. The sun, which was even 
then very powerful, was during the 

day most oppressively hot, and we 
walked onwards alternately carry- 


-ing our knapsack, which afforded 
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some little alleviation to our toils. 

Shortly after leaving St Martins, the 

road, which hitherto was well formed, & 

part of it between rows of trees, suddenly 

took leave of us - and we proceeded 

for several miles in >part of« the bed of the 

river Arve, which had evidently 

swept soil & all before it, effacing all 

traces of road during the 

course of some winter storm suddenly 

breaking up - when the accumulated 

snow of >the lower regions of > Mont Blanc &c &c are melted 
& pour down with resistless impetuo- 

-sity, carrying all before them. We saw 
fragments of several courses of bridges 
stretching across the valley between the different 
villages &c which seem to have been 

swept away like straws - in some 

measure to check the future ravages 


of the river &c to coax it into some 
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something like a regular channel an 

immense wall has been reared, running 

almost parallel with its summer bed 

being composed of rude flat blocks of 

about a ton weight each, & these pin- 

-ned down with smaller stones laid 

in alternate courses with the massier 

ones. Already the effects are seen by 

the river ploughing out a deeper chan- 

-nel near to the wall, which is fenced 

on the other side by a sloping mass of 

rubbish to shoulder & bolster up the 

wall - but in Spring the whole 

valley >which has long since been< laid waste is entirely covered 

by the spread of the river, which must 

be grand in the extreme. As the whole 

leads into the lake of Geneva & ultimately 

into the River Rhone, the swollen state 

of that river must be very magnificent 

after the breaking up of a storm. 


It quite escapes me to say 
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that the immense body of water forming 
the Lemau or Lake Geneva is some- 
-times raised 6 feet from its usual 

level, in Spring, forming a quantity of 
water almost beyond calculation - and 
during several seasons there occurs a sort 
of inexplicable phenomenon, somewhat 
like the ebbing & flowing of the sea, for 
several hours, when the lake suddenly 
rises & falls four & even five feet over 
its whole extent! This remarkable event 
is called Seiches & is especially observed 
at Geneva, where the lake is much 
narrower. 

The Bise or hurricane is something 

so violent that boats have been hurried 
From Vevey to Geneva, a distance of 

15 leagues in four hours! This passage 

is of course involuntary, when the 

bise has suddenly come on, without 

the usual appearances which indi- 


-cate its approach. 
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On emerging from this remark- 

-able high-road, the traveller is subject- 

-ted to a rapid and fatiguing ascent, passing 

the hamlet & lake of Chede. From the 

brow of a crag which we crossed, we 

saw at some distance from Chede the 

falls of Arve, where the whole 

river is precipitated over a series of 

high rocks, forms a sublime spectacle, 

which, however is seen but by few travel- 

-lers. We pressed onwards from this 

to the Village of Servaz where we 

turned into the auberge to rest & refresh, 

having accomplished >without halting< a march of three 

leagues of very fatiguing road. While 

here, we witnessed a Roman Catholic cere- 

-mony, which had a very odd effect in 

our eyes. When passing the parish church 

to go to the auberge, we observed all the 

Church yard covered with people kneeling - 

the men in front of the great door, the 


women at the sides of the Church. 
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The bells in the steeple during this time 
were striking up the merriest music, 

of a similar character to what we 

had heard in the morning, in honor of 

the Nativity of the Virgin. At intervals, 

as we supposed during the elevation of the 
host within, the peal was for a moment 
altered to tolling, when all fell flat & 
crossed themselves, tho' they could neither see 
nor hear what was going on within 

-the Church being crowded to excess. Pre- 
-sently the chimes commenced, & all went 
on as formerly. During all the time 

we rested - about 20 minutes - this farce 
was carried on, & we had a full view 

from our window - but after we had 
settled our bill, & were in the act 

of setting out for Chamounix, I saw 

the Priest with an odd cap (like 

that worn by "Mr Punch") gilt all 

over surrounded by men carrying ban- 


-ners, and ornaments, representing the 
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host &c &c. Then followed females, two & two, 
habited like Nuns; then the men, two & two, all 
with books in their hands, chanting a strange 
sort of recitation; then the remainder of the 
women, two & two, singing like the rest. The 
whole were preceded by sextons or Church 
warden, swinging censers with incense. 

All this time the bells were pealing a 

wilder & merrier measure, totally at 

variance with the chaunt, which was 

slow & solemn. The whole procession surround- 
-ded the Church, & then the whole pre- 

-cincts of the Church-yard & re-entered 


the Church > (the above order being reversed) < where we lost sight of 
them. 


When the last of them who cd. get ad- 
-mittance had entered, the bells again 
altered their chimimg - and, as far as 
we cd. hear in the progress of our 
journey, they carried on for “a good 
spell” longer. 

This rejoicing was in its nature 

& character more like the orgies 


of some fiendish spirits; than any 
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thing else. The only thing required to fin- 
-ish the picture a la Faustus was that 

the parties shd. have danced a measure 
as wild & grotesque as the music, when 


nothing cd. have exceeded the revelry. 


At Servoz we luckily met 

mine host of the "Hotel de Londres et 
de l'Angleterre" returning with grubb 
for the entertainment of his guests - & 
we believed that as a good Catholic he 
was engaged en passant in the servi- 
-ces of the Church, which probably was 
his native parish. Be that as it 

may, we gave him our knapsack & 
umbrellas & trudged on without any 
aid but that of our "native arms" 

to help is on our way to Chamouni 
which we found very irksome, being 
>then< only about half-way to the place of 
our destination. For a long time 

we had the most splendid views of 


Mont Blanc & its fellows shining 
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with the utmost splendour - as often 
mid-day the sun struck on the front & sides 
of the mountain next to us, along which 
our route was traced. 

I can hardly describe the emotions 

felt on a first & indeed on a protracted 
sight of this stupendous work of nature. 
The very pinnacle of Europe was as 

it were within our reach - for the eye 

is greatly deceived by distances when 
travelling such vast mountains - as 
much as on the ocean, out of sight 

of land. We passed, & gazed, & won- 
-dered with intense delight, tho’ in 
ourselves >when contrasted« less than the smallest mites 
crawling on the surface of an ordinary 
mountain. The solitariness of such 

a situation, in my mind, adds greatly 

to the sublimity of the scene - far, for 
several leagues we did not see a hum- 
-an creature & with the exception of 


innumerable grasshoppers & butterflies 
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of the loveliest tints - and one im- 
-mense snake which glided past us 
into a thicket, all was as still 

as solitude could possibly be. An 
occasional Eagle hovered above us, 
like a speck in the air, & a few 

of the falcon tribe, skimming along 
the face of the mountains, reminded 
one that there was life in these vast 
regions. Such impressions can hardly be 
obliterated from the recollection. 
Crossing the Arve by the Bridge 

of Pellissier, we saw on the right on 

a rock of a very striking appearance 
the ruins of the Castle of St Michael, 
which is admirably situated in 

the very gorge of one of the mightiest 
passes in the world. In ancient times 
a small garrison cd. have kept this 
pass against the strongest army, provided 
they had provisions to endure a 


protracted siege, which, indeed, cd. only 
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last for about four months - for nature 
wd. be their best protection for the rest 

of the year, when all access to it 

wd. be nearly impracticable. 

The ascent, after this pass, is very 

steep, but the traveller is amply rewarded 
for he passes the Montes, where the 
scenery is grand beyond description,- 
somewhat of the character of Hell's 

Glen (see p. 89 &c) already noticed. 

From the summit of this ascent, 

The view of the Arve, winding among 
dark and painted rocks, nearly covered 
with firs of great size, is truly mag- 
-nificent. At the end of this pass, 

the Vale of Chamouny bursts upon 

the view - with the Glaciers of Taco- 

-nai [Taconnaz], Bossous and Bois which are 
seen at one glance, with Mont Blanc 

& all the neighbouring heights. Every 


hundred yards after this, new 
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wonders display themselves, and make 
the pedestrian forget his fatigues. I do 
not exaggerate when I say, that no 
scenery in nature can be more 
elevating - & there is more that I 

have seen where the mind is more 
intensely absorbed, even when clogged 
with the weary matter, which doubt- 
-less is sorely vexed by travel, ere 

the poor pedestrian can reach those 
regions. There is only one other 

scene which I think can be more 
awfully grand - I mean Niagara, 

but I believe even the sensations there 
experienced arise more from the 
bodily organs being disturbed & the 
nerves being shattered by the thunders 
of the Cataract. By the way, how- 
-ever, there must be a good deal 

of "humbug" about the nervous sen- 


-sations which some pretend 
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to experience on such occasions, pro- 
-vided always the party travelling be 

one possessing what Sir John Falstaff 
terms "the thewes & sinews of a man" 
Much doubtless depends on constitution- 
-al susceptibility, association of ideas, 

& a thousand other circumstances, which 
may for an instant shake one of strong 
nerves - but when one is before-hand 
told a parcel of trash & fables as to 

the horrors of a precipice, a torrent, a 
waterfall, or any other thing, the mind 

is prepared to put on those feelings con 
-trary to judgement. - I had heard such 
exaggerated description of the thunders of 
the falls of the Rhine, the imminent per- 
-sonal danger run by the visitor who 

had the daring and hardihood to try it, and 
went to the scaffolding underneath the 
fall, that I fully expected I wd. be forced 
to turn coward & refrain from the attempt 


-but when I did see the fall 
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I judged for myself in one moment, 

& without the slightest hesitation went, 
thro' choice, & intense curiosity, & ad- 
-miration, & tho' it rained I stood 

at the utmost verges & far from being 
stunned, I could hardly retire until the 
rain & spray from the cataract had 

met me to the skin - & I twice re- 
-turned to have a repetition of the same 
sensations. Taken from the desk, after 
a term of hard study & application, I know 
(at least think) that my head wd. 

not permit my hazarding such an 
experiment - for at such times I cannot 
without vertigo walk on the top of a 
sea-wall, or look over a precipice, or 
even a high window, without shrink- 
-ing back involuntarily from a feeling that the 
next minute I might lose footing & 

be hurled over head long. But I from 
experience feel that the mind may 


keep under subjection, rule 


I ⁄ : Aa 
atte Gt Sor, 


Trip to Cha-j 264 Septr 8th 


-mounix 


the first risings of such feelings - 
provided the stomach is right! Under a 
bilious attack few could do this however well 
their nerves be strung - such strange & frail 
beings we are. 

Passing Ouches, Moncourt & 

Prieure we reached the village of 
Chamounix at 3, an hour before we were 
told it was practicable, & as long ere 

our host reached home in his "char- 
a-banc". As the Table d'hote did 

not hold till 5 oclock, & our host had the 
grubb in his car we bathed our feet 

&c and awaited his return for a 

fresh change of linen, which we stood 
woefully in need of from the intense 
heat of the day - altho' the Valley 

of Chamounix is 3,174 feet above 

the level of the sea! or 2,040 feet 

above the lake of Geneva! - On near- 
-ing the glacier of Bossons, we clearly 
saw all the peculiarities of that splen- 


-did mer de glace, or jardin as 
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it is not unaptly called. To my eyes 

this glacier is the finest by far of the 

whole - & far more striking than the 

Mer de Glace, properly so called, to 

view which people ascend Montan- 

-vert & misspend both time & money, 
unless they ascend to the very top & 

have a fine view. - Dinner 

was at length served, & was very 

good both in "quantity & quality" as George 
says - highly acceptable to a table full 

of hungry travellers. Having a desire 

to deliver ourselves on paper, we 

got a fire in our room >after sun-set< for the 
evening was extremely bright & bitterly 
cold - and wrote home, as in duty 

bound. From the window of our 

room, which looked to Mont Blanc 

we had a splendid view of it & of the 
neighbouring mountains - we stepped 


forth to see the sun-set - & then 
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saw Mont Blanc in moonlight, and in 

the brightest & most cloudless sky I 

ever saw - not a single speck to obscure our 
view & myriads of stars surrounding 

the stupendous arch which overhung 

the mountain - I rose several 

times during the night to repeat the 
pleasure - & so with impunity, for 

I had heaped on the logs at going to 

rest, placing them so that the smoke 

all ascended freely, with abundance of 
draught. Poor George as usual 

slept with enviable pertinacity, & 

did not stir till I shook him up 

at 5, about sun-rise, when the mor- 

-ning looked fully & the mists gra- 

-dually hovered over us till at 

length Mt Blanc fairly "put on 

his night-cap for the day", as Paddy hath it. 
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9th Septr. - Sunday - Altho” we 

rose early, having trysted our guides 

to be with us before 6, it turned out 
that the Chef des Guides, under whose 
control they are despotically placed, 
insisted on the whole of them doing 
morning service to follow up the busi- 
-ness of the preceeding day, in honor of 
The Virgin - not because it was Sun- 
-day - but an appointed festival, at 
which every "bon Catholique" must, under 
pain of excommunication, make his 


appearance. 


They stole out of chapel, however, 

before 7, & had all the mules saddled 

& bridled, & our luggage strapped on behind 
each mule. Having made acquaintances 

at the Inn with some Englishmen, we cut 
rather a formidable figure when 

our cavalcade set off, led by myself 


and George & our guide - then 
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followed Major Stretton, Capt. Boyce, Mrs. 
Ellis, and a young Englishman, whose name 
I do not recollect, and their joint guide on 
a mule, in all eight souls! We set out 

at the stiff trot, which mules can fetch 
when they choose, but they all “reested”, 
seeing the journey they had before them - 
& until they had passed the first ascent 
wd. not budge beyond a hobbling walk. 
Passing the foot of the Mer de Glace, 

a full view was again had of Mont 

Blanc, except the very summit, then hid 

in fog, & all its neighbouring mountains. 
The leading Mountains forming the 

range of Mont Blanc are on the S.W. 

the Aiguille de Goute, on the S.E. the 
Dome de Goute & the Summit of Mt. 
Blanc known by the name la Bosse 

de Dromadaire - on the E. the Ai- 

-guilles de Midi, du Plan, de la 
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Blaittiere, de Charmoz, de la Four- 

-che and the Dru. All these ai- 

-guilles are about 11,400 feet above 

the sea - & according to Saussure 

the Bosse or Summit of Mt. Blanc 

is 14,700 French ft. above the sea 

& 14,793 according to Tralles. (see 

also pp. 232-3) 

I omitted in the right place, on 

entering Chamounix, to note, that this 
truly remarkable Valley was "discovered" 
by two Englishmen in 1741, viz. Pocock 
the traveller, & Mr. Windham. It was 
by the publication of his travels that 
the world was made aware of the 
existence of this place, which Pocock 
found out in the course of his wander- 


-ings around Mt Blanc. 
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Our caravan passed onwards, 

from Chamounix, near to the Mer de 
Glace & Mt. Anvert, and the Glacier of Argen- 
-tiere. Here we called a Council of war, 
after consulting our guides, who having 
delivered their opinion that from the state 
of the atmosphere we had no chance of 

a view from the Col. De Bahne - & as 

the scenery of "the Tete Noir" was much 
Grander, tho' the road was longer & 
more fatiguing - we resolved to go 

by the Tete Noir, which is some hundred 
feet lower than the Col de Bahne, 

which is 7,086 ft. above the sea! 

From this point, therefore, we shaped 

our course by the celebrated Valley of 
Valorsine [Valorcine], thro' which the Berard 
or Eau Noir runs, being a rapid torrent 
issuing from the Glaciers on the West 
Side of Buet, a mountain 10,468 ft. 

above the sea. This extraordinary 

valley is very strait (or narrow) but 

above 3 leagues in length and abounds 


in the most extraordinary variety 
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of romantic, frightful, & picturesque scenes 
chiefly of the most rugged & savage descrip. 
-tion. It is full of the most remark- 

-able rocks, cascades, & terrific pre- 
-cipices, which I yet almost shudder 

at the recollection of clambering. 

The Berard, about ?4 of a league 

from the village of Valorine, falls 

over the rocks from a considerable 
height, & even in Autumn forms a 

fine cascade. We did not stop at 

the village where all the people of the 
valley were assembling for Church, but 
preferred pushing forward to the village 
of Triente, which is from 7 to 8 leagues 
from Chamounix. The guides assured 

us the beasts were accustomed to make 
this stage before feeding - & as they had 
there better food, & rested 1 Y hour, they 
were better off by adopting that 

plan. Of course we followed their advice. 


At a strange pass here there is 
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a French custom house with Douanes, to pre- 
-vent smuggling. They often take it into 
their heads to search the persons & luggage 
of all strangers - but as all our party were 
evidently on a short trip from Geneva 

with mere changes of linen, these gents did 
not trouble us, & had the civility merely 

to answer our usual salutations, 

without even inspecting our passports 

-a rare forbearance indeed! - for, 

merely for the sake of curiosity, passing 

the time, or the expectation of 

the eternal “quelquechose a boire", 

this race of scourges torture all tra- 

-vellers, & take pleasure in detain- 

-ing them, & glory in the petty spite they 


can thus exercise with impunity. 
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humanity to the mules & to save the 
risk of a hurl, dismounted, leaving the 
sagacious animals to pick their steps 
which they do alike by sight, smell, & 
touch. It is amusing, & often affecting 
to see these well-trained creatures in 
places of danger & difficulty carefully 
feeling for the next step. They never 
lift the hind-foot until the forefeet 

are firmly planted & vice versa, the 
hind-feet hold fast until ground is 
selected for the next step. This is 

done instantaneously, but with al- 
-most unerring security - for my 
mule, under a heavy load, only 

once slipped a few inches, on shingle 
loosly lying on a smooth bed of po- 
-lished rocks which a great part 

of the most dangerous & precipitous 
ascent was chiefly formed. 


The road then went along the 
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rugged banks of the Berard which drives 
its headlong course among rocks at the 
foot of the Gros Perron. This romantic 
pass is entirely locked up between 

the most precipitous mountains. At 
length we passed the torrent on a 
rustic bridge which leads to the 

right bank. We then ascended a 

sort of staircase cut out of the solid 
rock very steep & difficult - but which 
our mules clambered up with as- 
-tonishing facility - then the path 
leads thro' a frightful defile until 

we reached a sort of gate, partly 
formed by nature & partly by art- 
-which being the barrier between 
Valorsine and Savoy, on the side of 
the Valais, was decorated with dou- 
-aniers, who in like manner with 

their French brethren returned our 


salutations, without giving any 
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annoyance. They are stationed there 

to intercept smugglers, who notwithstanding 
manage to evade their vigilance, by 
clambering over almost inaccessible 
heights, & deliver their booty safely, in 
many instances. 

About a mile from this barrier 

is situated the Tete Noir, which the 
French with great truth describe as 

a pass "qui presente une multitude 
des jeunes egalement affreuses et 
magnifiques." The path leading to it 

is exceedingly rough & fatiguing. Being 
sometimes in front & sometimes in the 
rear, in going from station to station, 
for the sake of conversation, the as- 
-cent of our company was very 
picturesque - for in case of accidents 

it is usual to go at least three or 

four miles lengths from your leader 
-so that shd. a fall take place only 


man & mule suffer. As the 
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path is only cut for one mule's breadth, 
the mode of travelling is to go goose- 
-file - so the effect of looking upwards 
or downwards on a winding path with 
so many persons toiling of sagging step 
by step is not a little interesting & pic- 
-turesque - added to which, we were 
all equipped in travelling costume, some 
with bluses, made somewhat in the 
form of waggoner's frocks, wt. different 
shaped & coloured caps &c and each 
having his kit tied behind the saddle, 
which were chiefly old military 

saddles of Bonapartes time - & with 
reverence be it said, rather the worse 
for the wear, & abundantly vexatious 
(in point of buckles, straps, holes 
patches & lumps) to the flesh! 

The face of the Tete Noir a 

black crag or face of a rock, is cut 


& carved with thousands of names 
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of passengers, anxious to hand down their 
names to posterity, from British Nobi- 
-lity, two of whom flourish in immense 
letters cut wt. no small care & expense 
by regular "artists", to French & German 
Collegians &c. The road or path leading 
to this point is extremely dangerous 

to appearance, having on one hand a 
barren face of rock, & at a distance of 

a few inches a deep precipice over 
which - or rather in a shelf of the 
precipice itself - the path is formed, 

& many hundred feet perpendicular, 
underneath you, the valley & river. 
Some parts of the precipice is broken 
and diversified in its appearance 

by occasional trees & shrubs - but, 

tho' at first I shuddered at the sight, 

I became so familiarized as to be 

able with perfect composure to look 
directly underneath. 

Tho' at present I think I can 

never forget the details of this mode 


of passage, I think it best to 
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Chamounix 


to note, that the experience I had 
acquired at Mount Rigi (where I lost 
the skin off the inside of one of my 
fingers, in attempting to steady my 
horse in his ascent) I left the matter 
entirely to my mules better expe- 
-rience, only holding my bridle so 
that at an instants warning, I cd. 
steady his head if he slipt. Especially 
in the ascent, the mules head must 
be kept perfectly free, otherwise the 
poor animal is soon fatigued, & an 
inexperienced & timid rider, who 
professed at same time some strength 
of arm, wd. infallibly by a sudden 
check pull him off his usual swing 
-and the consequences on these pre- 
-cipices wd. be inevitable destruction 
to both - for there is no room for 

the most dexterous rider to alight. 


-One roll of the mule wd. throw 
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him & his rider from 1000 to 2000 

feet perpendicular into the gulph be- 
-neath! - I used the freedom to 

deliver a short harangue before my 
ascent as to the mode of managing 

the animals - & having appealed to 

the guides >in my wretched French,< they not only confirmed 
what I had said in English, which neither 
of them understood, but beseeched them 
all to leave the mules free - & if any 

one felt alarmed, instantly to halt & 
dismount, leaving the mule to go on by 
himself & the others to pass, which there 
is barely room for, provided one presses 
agt. the rock! This would be rather 

a nervous matter to a common traveller. 
Stationed at the Tete Noir, 

& looking to the other side of the abyss 
straight forward, the mountains of 
Cpros Perron & Bel-Oiseau 

the Torrent of Valpeline which des- 
-cends from them &c &c are seen 


to great advantage. 
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Chamounix 


On leaving the Tete Noire, the path 
becomes still more frightful - tho' part 
of itis fenced with a slender rail. It 
is formed by a cutting of the rock 
into a kind of stair known by the 
name of Mapas (ie Mau- 

-vais pas) so contracted by the 
peasantry & guides. It is so termed 
of course from the evident truth, that 
one mauvais pas, or false step, 

wd. terminate the travellers career. 
The path then descends very rapidly 
till you reach the Trient, another 
mountain torrent which joins the 
Berard. It runs brawling beneath 

on a prodigiously rocky bed, thro' 
which it storms & foams its way 
down to the valley, thro' which it 
runs till the united streams fall 

into the Rhone near Martigny. 
Heartily fatigued and hungry 


we reached the pastoral, but 


281 


poor village of Triente, which we 
reached shortly after midday & after a ride 
of five long hours. Here we were 

from necessity induced to eat a second 
breakfast, for food of other sorts was 
not to be had. Accordingly, after much 
trouble, they boiled us coffee out of 

a large iron pot - heated milk in 

ditto!! - & boiled a dozen eggs in 
ditto!!! - Brown bread, hairy butter, 
and very good honey, wild from 
Chamounix, which is celebrated 

for the quality of its honey found 
among the rocks, completed our 
second breakfast, which sat very 
heavy on all our stomachs - for 

the coffee was "pestilent stuff" 

& those who were daring enough 

to look into the eggs had more 

senses than one perfectly satisfied, 
and moreover the bread was sour 


as verjuice & sandy! 
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Martigny 


Two of our party, cockney-like, 

had delayed breakfasting until we shd. 
stop to bait, expecting "something comfort- 
-able" - but a five hours additional 

fasting did not much improve the 

state of their corporations or physiog- 
-nomy. I am too old a hand to trust to 

such uncertainties - & like Sir Dougald Dalgety 
lay in a store of "provand" & provide for the worst. 
After having rested, we set forth 

for our next precipitous ascent of the 
mountain above Martigny, the distance 
from Triente being three leagues. We had 
entirely completed our ascent of 

Forclaz (4,668 feet above the sea) 

ere our mules reached us, driven 

up by the guides. Tho' this tried our 
"wind" & "condition", it was of mutu- 

-al service to man & beast. The view 

also we had more leisure to scan - but 

it was similar to, indeed the same with, 


that which had long been in our 
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view, during our >previous< long ascent - only more 
distinct & comprehensive. 

Here we remounted our beasts, and 
crossed the top of the mountain, from the 
opposite side of which we had an extensive 
view of the valley of the Rhone, as far as Sion, 
the pass of the great 5t Bernard &c &c 

The prospect enjoyed during the whole of 
the subsequent descent was extremely 
varied & agreeable - but we had soon to 
dismount, owing to the excessive steepness 
& difficulty of the path, which shook our 
poor cattle sadly, even when disencum- 
-bered of their burdens- but it was am- 
-using to observe how very carefully 

they picked their steps. After 

great toil (having no poles or staves 

with us) we at length atchieved 

the descent - & after waiting a quar- 

-ter of an hour for a stray mule 

which had given the guides the slip, 
carrying with it the entire cash 


of our compagnons de voyage (which 
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(which was carefully put into a common 
travelling bag!) and of course excited great 
and lively interest. 

The party then set off in military 

order, at a desperately brisk trot, 


preceded by a guide - thus 


Major Stretton - Dr. Pitcairn 
R.Pitcairn - Mr. Ellis [George] 

Capt. Boyce - The young Englishman 
The other guide 


In this stile we held on during the 
whole remainder of our journey 

till we had reached the Inn at 
Martigny - & a harder trot none 

of us ever sat before - but for the 
fun of the thing we kept up with 
the leading guide, who, for his own 
honour & that of our mules, was his 
company and bearers! By good 
luck the time was not lost - for 


all the Townsfolk were gathered 


285 


in the market place, which we made 
echo again with the clattering of our 
hoofs. The mules smelling corn were 

as eager in the sport as our selves - 

and we "reined up" in as fine stile 

& as much to the amazement and 
edification of the natives, as tho' 

a troop of the 10th hussars had galloped 
thro' Matigny enveloped in clouds 

of dust! 

Martigny is a small town of the 
Bas-Vallais, remarkable for no cir- 
-cumstance, that I know, saving that 

a few years ago a great part of it 

was swept away by the descent of a 
torrent, originating from the following 
remarkable circumstances. At 8 hours 
journey up the mountains some im- 
-mense avalanches had fallen during the 
course of an excessively hard winter 


so as entirely to block up >the lower extremity< one of the 
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high valleys. Great falls of snow had pre- 

-ceded & followed this event >and these in their towns were< followed 
by 

alternate rains & frosts, by which time 

an enormous mass of materials had col- 

-lected in the upper part of the Valley & 

the various mountains whose torrents 

communicated with it. Thus, a lake 

was formed, which was fuelling every hour 

larger & larger. Whilst the great masses 

of ice which formed the barriers conti- 

-nued hard no danger was apprehended - but the pea- 


-santry >ever watchful and ingenious in such cases< were about to 
adopt steps to 


cut a sluice or opening at one side, so as 

to permit the water gradually to escape, 

when they were presented by a fresh storm 

>of great violence, suddenly< followed by heavy rains, during which 
the entire barrier gave way, and horrible 

to relate, the long accumulated waters 

flushed down the mountains with re- 

-sistless violence, sweeping soil, plan- 

-tations, villages &c before it, and even 


so far as Martigny (8 hours journey 
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or say from 30 to 40 miles) the whole of the 
town & the lower country were laid under water 
& all that stood in the way of the great 
body of the current was instantly carried off. The 
Valley is there very broad, but the whole 
lay many feet deep of water. The deep 

bed of the rapid Rhone gradually 

set off the waters, & in a few days the 

face of the country was clear of the 

flood, but in many places laid entirely 
waste. I cd. not hear how many 

lives were lost, but understand that 

as the distant peasantry were alarmed by 
the tremendous noise, they had time to 
escape to the heights with their flocks 

-and fewer perished than cd. have 

been expected. I hear that a 

detailed account was published shortly 
after the calamity, but have not 

been able to see it - & the guides 

seemed to have but an imperfect 


account of the matter, & cd. give no 
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details farther than I have noted- & 

that travellers occasionally employ them 
to point out the whole progress of the 
torrent - which vegetation & agricultural 
improvements have now greatly effaced. 
At this place we met with greater 
incivility than at any inn during the 
whole course of our journey - & our 
companions made the same remark. 
They were all so fatigued with their 

trot & so annoyed with their second 
breakfast & the Innkeepers rudeness 
(which shewed itself as soon as he saw 
that we did not mean to dine or sleep 

in his house) that none of us tasted a morsel 
of meat or drink - but forthwith 

ordered coaches or double cabriolets 

to convey us to Villeneuve that 


night! As the rascal saw we 
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were in his power, he did not fail to 

make our purses feel it by the charges 

he made. As our "camarades" seemed 
inclined to think they wd. effect a saving 

by packing all 4 into one box we (ie George and I) let 
them alone - & they forthwith began to 
merchander with mine host. We 

therefore took an opposite tack & hired 

a cab leaving the terms to himself - 

& were several francs gainers than 

had we been fettered with a third man 
-besides, in the event - being perfectly 
comfortable in "our own carriage". 

We started as soon as the horses 

could be got ready and took the road 

by Verncaz [Vernayaz]. The mist, which had 
kept aloft all day, now began to des- 

-cend, & much to George's amusement, 

to make all fast & shut in my side 


& the entire front of our open carriage. 
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and had just got the last button made 
fast when a furious wind & rain beat 
upon us - but as we were prepared 
for the onset, it only annoyed us in 
so far as for an hour or two, during 
which time the storm lasted, we had 


to sit perdu in our respective corners. 


Passevache 

About a league from Martigny 

and a little after we passed the paltry 
village of Verncaz our drivers reined 

up to let us admire the celebrated 

Fall of the Pissevache, which is con- 
-sidered one of the finest cascades in 
Switzerland or the neighbouring countries 
-altho’ it bears the most inappro- 

-priate name, which wd. certainly 

be better bestowed on the Stabbauch 

& other dribbling "humbugs". The entire 
height is from 270 to 300 feet - but 

the main vertical fall is only 100 feet. 


About mid-day, when the sun strikes 
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strongly upon the Sallenche (for that 

is the name it shd. bear) the rays 

form the most splendid rainbows. For- 
-tunately for us there was a fair 

blink, and a very little sun shine between 
the showers, while we waited there. This 
we greatly enjoyed. 

Before we had fairly escaped from 

the environs of Martigny, our fellow 
travellers had nearly been dashed out 
of their carriages by the singular unskil- 
-fulness of their driver, he kept flogging 
his beasts & plaguing them to shew off 
their mettle & his dexterity - when, lo! 
he fairly came whack with them against 
the corner of a wall, & broke the pole 

to shivers. As both parties were driving 
at a smart pace (as is usual wt. 

these fellows to make the villagers 
gape) our pole had nearly passed thro' 
the back of the lads to the opposite side! 


Then commenced a scene of sacxeing 
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and swearing, kicking & thrashing of the 
poor horses, during all which time our 
cool chums were sitting smugly, like 

the countryman in a storm at sea 

while all hands were at the pump, 

"they were only passengers"! The pole 
was spliced with the assistance of our 
man, & some country lads - & both 

set off as if nothing had happened. 

After nearly 2 hours heavy rain 

the sun broke forth, & the mist suddenly 
disappeared, leaving us a good afternoon 
& splendid sunset - but very cold. The 
peasantry were wretched looking creatures 
a great proportion being cretins & goitrous 
-many had both there awful calam- 

-ities combined. Most part of the 

"cretins" besides being helpless & hopeless 
idiots are deaf & dumb - at least 


most were evidently dumb, making 
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a frightful bowling noise, like the 
laughing hyena or other wild beast, 
especially when they cry for charity, 
which the poor wretches are taught to 
do. I heard no one attempt to utter a 
single word >or any articulate sound< but almost all of them scream 
hideously at the sight of strangers - 

and to add if possible to their awfully 
degraded condition, the poor creatures 
are generally paralysed or have hardly 
the use of their lower limbs. The 

country is chiefly varied by the succession 
of near & distant mountains - but 

a great part of the valley is bare 

& unprofitable for considerable spaces, 
probably the result of winter torrents. 
There are no towns of interest 

till you reach St Maurice, which 

is situated between the noted Dent 

de Midi, & the Dent de Morcles, which 
are both upwards of 7,000 feet above 

the level of the Rhone. To the Southward 


we clearly saw Velau & Valforet 
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which form part of the range of the Great 
St Bernard, & stand about 10,000 ft. above 
the sea. Such is the structure of the 
Valais, that at St Maurice the whole 

of the valley is shut up & the only exit 

is by the bridge over the Rhone, where 
there are guards & a strong gate & lines 
of fortifications worked out the solid 
rock. At that remarkable place we 

had our passports strictly scrutinized, 
marked, & sealed - & the delay being con- 
-siderable, we had ample time to im- 
-prove our detention by examining the 
environs. 

Underneath the bridge, on an inch 
formed by the river, we saw a party of 
peasants & gentry practising their favor- 
-ite sport of Rifle-Shooting at a target. 

By long practice they are all most 
dexterous marksmen. By guess I shd. 
suppose the distance from 120 to 150 
paces. The shots are fired from beneath 


a small covered shed - from the front 
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of which the marksman takes his aim 
& the result is told by a recorder, who 
takes his station behind a wall or 
curtain about 6 or 8 feet long & 6 feet 
high set down at a distance of about 
10 or 12 feet from the target which is 
nailed on a wall. The instant a shot 

is fired he steps out from his screen 

& points to the mark which in every 
case we saw was within the outer 
circle, generally within the inner - 
-most, & twice thro' the bull's eye - 
on which event the marker steps 

out & lifts his hat! He also makes 

a signal to shew the shooters the re- 
-Jative distance of the separate shots. 
In the course of our travels we 

saw great numbers of these in almost 
every district - & the holidays & Sundays 
are much spent in this manner. 


As soon as we were liberated 
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by our Douanes, we set forth on our 
journey, and had a very agreeable ride 

to Bex, which we reached about six 
o'clock, & ordered dinner to be prepared 
forthwith, whilst our horses were feeding 


after their four leagues drive. 


Bex 

After much bustle dinner was 

at last served - but such an exhibition. 
The soup was so horrible that I merely 
"goggled" into my plate, having been 
first served - & such was the awe 
inspired by the report » by my looks< I gave that 
not one wd. look at it! “Away wt. 

the soup"! They then set down a large 
stinking fish of a most nondescript 

cast, which none of us had ever 
witnessed - but it was at once con- 
-demned without a hearing - for the 
other sense (that of smell) was singularly 


convincing. In short we had, out 
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of a large dinner, merely some pickings 
of pieces of fowl & "trifles light as air” 
which of a verity did not suit wt. 

the complexion of our maws, which 
were inexorable after our mountain 
struggles & our cold ride. The fun is, 
that one of our set had been told there 
was "the best cookery in Europe" at 

that hotel, & was bragging of it long 

ere we reached Martigny! The wine, 

to make matters worse, was excra- 

ble & sour - & when the bill was called 
we found our hostess had that least the 
art of cooking - a bill! 

By the time our carriages were 

ready the moon had risen, & the heavens 
were perfectly clear & studded with stars 
-but we cd. not long enjoy the scene, 

as George had a return of toothache 
which had been teasing him occa- 


-sionally in the evenings - so we 
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had to close up the cab excepting a 
breathing & peep-hole, which I reserved for 
myself. All I can say of the road is 

all that one can report of a Moonlight 
Scene, that all appeared beautiful - and 
the scenery of all the mountains surrounding 
Bex was quite enchanting. 

The greatest curiosities at Bex are 

the salt works & mines, which however 
we had no leisure nor inclination 

to remain a day to inspect. The 

Salt Springs of Chamossaire are 3,412, 
Panex 3,066 ft & Fondemens, 2,714 

Ft. above the sea & annually yield 

from 15,000 to 20,000 quintals of salt! 
The gallery of Invalids, as it is termed, 
is pierced out of the rock, and is 

400 ft long, 6 % ft high,& 3 1⁄2 ft broad. 
It then strikes off to the Fondemens 

by a road 36ft. in diameter. About the 
middle of the excavation, the mountain 


is pierced by a vertical shaft 
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600 ft high which can be ascended by 
450 steps. From the bottom of this shaft 
& that of Bouiellet ( which is 677 feet 
deep) the stars can be clearly seen in 
the brightest summer day. The grand 
reservoir for the salt springs is 100 ft 
long by 60 broad, & 6 ft deep - & at this 
place there is said to be an extremely 
strong echo. 
Villeneuve] 
We reached Villeneuve 
about 11 o'clock at night, pretty well 
fatigued - but were fortunate in having 
clean, comfortable beds, in which we 
slept very soundly. 

(10th Septr 
10th Septr. Monday - As the Steam 
Boat, the Winkelreid, started at 8 precisely 
& we had done nothing "for the 
good of the house", I ordered break- 
-fast to be ready ¥4 before 7, well 
knowing the dilatoriness of servants in 
small inns - & was up shortly after 


6 to keep them at it. But 
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Geneva 


as usual all was behind, & we cd. with 
difficulty get any thing in order till 1⁄4 before 
8, when we had little enough time to run 

to the boat & get on board. However 

we gulped over some bad coffee, some 
honey & sour brown bread, & hurried on 
board just in time - for the instant 

the town clock struck, the engine was 

set in motion, & we once more 

commenced ploughing the Lake of Geneva from 
the one extremity to the other. 

The first object of interest was 

looking backward on the splendid moun- 
-tains which surround Villeneuve, a 
considerable part of which we had seen 

by moon-light last night. From the 

point of our embarkation looking for- 
-wards we saw the entire basin of 

the Lake, as far as Rolle! The 

Castle of Chillon, immortalized by 


the pen of Bizon, lies very near 
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Villeneuve (within half an hour's 

walk) and we passed close to its walls. 

I confess I felt disappointed - & was 
informed by our fellow travellers (some 
of whom started before 6 with the in- 
-tention of breakfasting on board of 

the steam boat) that it was chiefly 
interesting when viewed from the land 
side, where the aspect is much more 
imposing - I need only refer to Biron & 
the Notes to his "Prisoner of Chillon" for a full detail of this remark- 
-able place, which is still inhabited, 

at least partially. 

The whole of the banks of the lake 

on the same side from Villeneuve to 
Geneva are more or less interesting, 
-some parts intensely so. The Vay- 
-taux, Montreux, Clarens, the Castle 

Of Chatelar & Vevey follow each other 
in quick succession & from this point 


onwards, the country adjoining the 
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country is very thickly peopled. Vevey is 
a very favorite resort of English runaways 
who choose to vegetate there for years - so 
much so, that both there & at Lausaune 
there are regular English Episcopal Chapels 
during the whole year! 

The scenery of Vevey is proverbially 
grand - especially, when stationed on the 
heights above the Town - and from 

that place along the lake by St Saphorin, 
Culli, Lutry, Pulli, Ouchy & Lau- 

-sanne, the whole scenery partakes 

of the same character. 

I refer to those notes from p.216 

to 236 for the places which intervene 
between Laussane & Geneva, which 
owing to the Winkelreid being a heavy 
sailer, with a very weak engine, 

we did not reach till 5, in time for 

the Table d'hote at the Crown, where 

we found a better room & our friends 


the landlady & head waiter glad 
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to see us again. We owed the luck of 
getting a good room to our steadily posting 
ourselves baggage in hand at the 

ladder which we knew to be used for 
getting ashore, & we were the first who 
stepped out & had our Passports accepted. 
By the way, we saw an instance of 

the unceremonious manner in which 

the Dons who are "Captains" of the Steam 
boats lord it over the poor boatmen. 

On the Steam boat getting within the land-bank, 
or shallows of the lake, great numbers 

of small skiffs put out to take 

passengers on shore. One more active than the 
others was offering his services to take 
passengers & luggage to any of the nu- 
-merous villas on the lake & had 

for that purpose neared the ladder 

when our Capitano gave the boat 

a kick in such a manner as to 

set the poor fellow neck & crop into 


the lake! This coolly swam after 
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after his night cap, which had been swamped 
during the plunge - got into his boat & 
quietly stripped the water off his cloathes 

& puffed & blew - but did not utter a word 
of remonstrance, & tho' jibed by the populace 
on the quay sought no vengeance which 

I fully expected, for he was a powerful 
fellow, & being once wet I looked for his 
making a spring at the Capt. & dragging 

him into the lake to make the best 

of it he could! 

Thus we happily finished our 

toilsome trip, and returned stout in 

lith & limb - ready for what other 

scenes which the state of the politics 

of Europe permitted our safely exploring.** 
In the evening, we again made 

a tour of all the Roulage & Diligence 

offices, in quest of our luggage - but 

no traces could be had of it, much 


to our grief & annoyance. We again 
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caused our "correspondent" Mr Freundler 
write a fulminating letter threatening 

all manner of costs & damages agt. 

the Schaffhausen man - & retired 

in disappointment to our Hotel where 

we commenced a series of letters for 
home, which occupied all this night 


& next day. 


{11th Septr 
11th Septr Tuesday. Indulged in 
a hearty nap to assist in recruiting 
us after our toils, & rose as fresh 
as ever. Encore a round of the 
offices in quest of our luggage, when 
a lucky thought occurred to one of 
the office or warehouse - when a 
very respectable old man - who 
recommended us to advertise in 
the "journal des petites affiches" 


a vehicle for advertisements, solely- 


" 7t : 
due forte - 


2 Ust; acht. 


J 2 
I^ _ pac deat e 


شمه 


Geneva} 306 Septr 11th 


which has a very extensive circulation. 
An advertisement was accordingly drawn 
up in the following terms - which 

as it is “a model” for such affairs, 

I quote here in perpetuation rc'i me- 
-moriam! 

"Le Commissionaire qui aurait 

"recu de Schassouse, une porte- 
"-manteau et 2 boites a cha- 

"-peau pour M. Pitcairn, bu- 

"-reau restante, est prie de le lui 


"faire savoir a la Couronne" 


This masterpiece of composition 
was therefore inserted in the 
feuille, a copy of which we have 
preserved. But our advertisement 
struck the master key which we 


only needed to [crossed out] 


; | 307. ۱ | 
< Z of all the (X-ac 


307 


to recover our effects. We accordingly 
took a tour of all the Commission- 
-aires - especially of the obscure ones 
-and close to our inn detected our 
luggage which had been lying in his 
office unclaimed - & he wd. not give 
himself the pains of asking our.address at the Police office. Right 
gladly did we pay the charges & 

had our baggage, long lost & supposed 
for ever gone, conveyed to our 

room where we fondly turned over 

all our accumulated wealth like 

misers who had recovered a lost 
treasure! We forthwith decked 
ourselves out in our best & para 

-ded the town "like Gentlemen" 

& sported lots of our newly acquired 


bijouterie, which we got from 


< 


te feny v Ke |‏ عق 
Tead CLOW ¿2 Z |‏ - 


Geneva} 308 Septr. 11th 


Mr Freundler’s warehouse, where we 
had deposited our store under seal, 
when we left Geneva for Chamounix 
A great accession of spirits 

were thus obtained, & we frisked 
about in all directions - and enjoyed 
ourselves in renewing our acquaint- 
-tance with the whole neighbouring 
scenery - including to leave for Paris 
on Wed’y. but found all the places se- 


-cured - so took the coupe for next day. 


Departure for Paris} {Septr 13th 


13th Septr Thursday - An event- 

-ful passage of our history - Having 
explored all that could be seen, & fearful 
of fresh Cholera restrictions on the 
borders of France, owing to rumours 

of its having broken out in Savoy 


with great violence, we cut & run 
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as early as we cd. get places - & went 

to bed at 9 last night to enable us 

the better to rise at 3 to go by the 
Diligence at 4. Alas! To me it was 

bad economy - for I slept not a single 
wink, & was actually on the floor when 
the porter from the Diligence Office came 
to take our luggage & light our wax 
tapers, with which we were always 
favored while here. The first use 

I made of mine was to ascertain if 

there were any marauders in the 

in the shape of light & heavy cavalry in my 
bed, as I had felt unusual rustling 

along my night-drawers the whole 

time I was in my bed - & my scru- 

-tiny was rewarded by the sight of 

a truculent looking bug scouring 

up the curtains to shun the light 

& a brace of brisk fleas scampered 


along the sheets before me! 
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This fact I record to prove the bug & flea- 
proof nature of our dresses, without 

which I feel certain we wd. both have 
suffered in the flesh, besides losing many 
nights sleep, when fatigued beyond measure. 
I therefore have resolved never to travel 
any where without a dress of this sort, 
which I have found of so much real 

service & comfort, as well to the body, 

As to the relief of the mind, at going to rest! 
We were at the Diligence long before 

they thought fit to start - & as the 

morning was cold, but very clear & 

starry we set off to enjoy a view 

of part of the lake & of the Rhone at 

several points. On returning we 

found our fellow traveller ensconsed 

in his corner & apparently asleep - 

& as they were about finishing the 


building of the luggage, we got snugly 
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seated also - when our friend in the corner 
shook his feathers & entered into conver. 
-sation. He eventually proved to be 

the Revd. George Sidney Smith, Fellow of Tri- 
-nity College, Dublin, who after a tour 

in Switzerland & the North of Italy was 
returning home, to be in time for the 
opening of the college. We got extremely 
intimate, & he proved a very agreeable 

& entertaining companion, & one who 

we expect to meet again in Dublin & 
Edinr. In which last place he had the 

good fortune to be born one morning 
when he little dreamt of the matter. 

After lingering for some time, the 
ominous cracking of the whip commen- 
-ced, & our ponderous which was set 

in motion. To relish the idea of a 

trip per diligence, one must keep in 

mind, that this enormous machine 


is a lengthened sort of "Omnibus" 
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composed as it were of a post chaise and 

two six seated coaches screwed together. 

It consists of four compartments - (1) the 
coupe, which holds three passengers - (2) the 
interieur 6 and (3) the banquet or basquette 
which holds other 6. Above the coupe 

is (4) the cabriolet or imperial, which ac- 
-commodates from 4 to 7 or 8 persons & 

the Conducteur, according to the quantity 

of luggage which happens to be piled above. In many 
of them behind all is a large boot to 

hold passengers luggage, in addition to the 
heavy packages piled on the roof, during 

its whole length, which is all secured by 
ropes & then firmly strapped down by 

a large bull-hide covering! The cabriolet 

has a moveable hood like a cab, with 

leather curtains to protect from the 

storm & night air. This moving moun- 

-tain is drawn by six or eight horses 

and often 10 or 12 in winter according to the acclivity & state of 
the roads, which are usually yoked 3,3 & 2 


and go at a lazy trot on level 
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ground & walk whenever it is beyond a 
dead level. It is in short neither more 
nor less than a heavy wagon, which 
occasionally trots - & the driver or pos- 
-tillion is not seated on a dickey or 
coach box, but sits on the left or 

near wheel, wielding a prodigious 
whip, which he has the knack of cracking 
with tremendous vehemence, especially 
at all turnings & windings of the road, 
in the streets of towns, & in all narrow 
alleys, to warn other vehicles to make 
way, lest they be crushed & pulverized 
under its mighty wheels and to "cre- 
-ate a sensation in passing thro' town &c. 
In such plight did we occupy 

one of the sides & middle of the coupe 
& moved off at a snails-pace, thro' 

the streets of Geneva, which were then 
quite deserted. After crossing the 
bridges, the road begins to ascend, 


and a great deal of time was, as 
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as we vainly thought, lost & wasted - but 
we were in great good time, for it turned 
out that no person nor thing cd. pass 

the drawbridge at the summit of Geneva, 
on that side, until 5 o'clock! There is 

a guard house & douane there, as 

usual - but they coolly stood talking 
with the Conducteur & wt. a number of 
town’s-folk who were waiting to go to country 
work &c - but the Town being fortified, 
none can get out from sun-set till sun- 
-rise. When 5 struck, the gates were 
opened & the bridge drawn & out we 
rumbled, & like heroes stuck at the 
farther side, in a rut - but after swear- 
-ing in torrents, & invocations of the 
"Sacre Diable de Tonnerre" & a string of 
curses enough to make one's blood run 
cold, while at the same time the utter 
idiocy & nonsense of the thing turned 


the whole into a scene of the most 
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ludicrous definition. By yoking another 

horse or two & belabouring the poor horses 
over the heads with the but end of a heavy 
whip, we were extricated, & dragged 
onwards by Sauconex and Vernex - 

We there passed the villa rendered “famous” by 
the infamous Voltaire, at Ferney >Vernex< 
which from a most diseased curiosity 

is crowded by hundreds of British tra- 
-vellers, who deem it to be the only thing wor- 
-thy of seeing in the neighbourhood of Gene- 
-va! The house is still kept in the 

same state as, when occupied by that mi- 
-serable wretch, the proprietors, as Msrs 
Starke eloquently says "having deemed it 
sacrilege to change anything”!!! I scor- 

-ned the idea of going such a distance 

to pay homage to the talents of a 

miscreant who prostituted them to the 
propagation of Atheism & occasioned the open 
infidelity of a whole nation, which evi- 


-dently drew down on the people of 
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[French nation] that bloody Revolution, 

which not only brought eternal disgrace on 

that country - but was altogether a blot 

on humanitys nature itself. The seeds of that 
moral pestilence are still germinating in Europe! 
Having passed the French frontier, before 
Arriving at Gex, where we changed horses, 

are there had to exhibit our passports to 

the trusty guardian of national 

rights who however was so perfectly independent of 
the vulgar trammels of literature & all 

Its trappings of pot-hooks & hangers 

that he actually held our passports up- 

side down & stared at it back & front 
alternately, with the most edifying composure, decorated as it was by 
inscriptions & seals without number! 

After pausing a suitable time, he handed 

it back to George, who was all along 

the custodian of the pocket-book passport 

& cash - & gravely said to me - "and 

your passport Monsieur"? The one you 


have returned was for both of us- 
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quoth I, with all becoming formality to 
the representative of France - Indeed? 
said he - but suddenly recollecting himself 
& assuming that he knew all about it 

he explained - oh yes, I recollect - all is 
right I see! So on we passed, with Mr 
Smith, while he repeated the same so- 
-lemnity wt. each other passenger - but 
luckily right of search was not entrusted 
to this sage guardian - or a sad business 
of 2 or 3 hours it wd. have been. 

Losing all patience at the delay, & 
perceiving that from this point the ascent 
of the Jura Mountains commenced 

at a little before we entered Gex, we set 
off on foot - and long ere the Diligence 
cd. overtake us, we had compleated 

the ascent of the very apex of the 
mountain & had nearly half an hour 

to spare in admiring the magnificence 
of the scene. 

The country, excepting in the im- 
-mediate vicinity of Geneva & as far 


as Ferney, is by no means interesting 
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and the acclivity soon becomes very 
rapid. There are however a good many 
vineyards, owing to the exposure of the 
slope to the sun - and after ascending 

a few miles the view downward on the 
lake &c is very agreeable. 

The ascent of this lofty road is 
extremely winding, so as to break the 
great rapidity of the face of the moun- 
-tain pass of the Jura. It runs not 

very far from the Dole, the highest point 
of the Jura, which is 5,082 ft. above 

the sea & is tipped with snow. After 
having ascended a great way, there is a 
sort of "Rest & be thankful" where thou- 
-sands of men & beasts have blessed 

the name of Napoleon, to whose me- 
-mory & by whose directions a fountain 
which constantly discharges large quantities 
of pure refreshing water is erected. 

Here we drew breath before reas- 


-cending, & had the pleasure of 
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seeing the Diligence slowly toiling up the 
mountain drawn by 8 horses & all the 
passengers sagging up by its side. 
Quitting Napoleon's fountain 

we proceeded onward by the splendid 
gallery which has been cut out of the 
side of the mountain - in one part 

of which a large granite rock has 

been perforated & left for an arch, by 

by way of trophy. Above this a second 
gallery has been cut by way of checking 
the rubbish which constantly falls from 
the mountain. The whole work, which 
seems only newly finished, is highly cre- 
-ditable to the skill of the engineer 

who planned it. We passed several 

parts of an older line, which had 


been abandoned as too difficult. 


Mont Blanc-] 

Magnificent view. 

From time to time we feasted 
our eyes on a sight of Mont Blanc 


with all its concomitant mountains 
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and, glaciers, which, the higher we ascen- 
ded, emerged the more from the 

Mole & other smaller mountains which 
obscure its base - and by the time 

we had reached the top, the sun had 
risen so high, and was besides so bright 
& powerful that it illuminated the 


whole >eastern & part of the southern< sides of these stupendous 
masses. 


The splendour of this view was 

so great, that with the intentiveness 

of our gaze and the brightness of the 
sun our eyes felt quite strained 

during the remainder of the day. Indeed 
at the outset I ought to have mentioned 
that from a very commanding position 
we saw the sun rise over the Lake 

with uncommon brilliancy, & from that 
time onwards, such were the beauty 
and variety of its tints on the Lake 


& mountains, that we had no 
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interruption to our extreme admira- 
-tion until we had passed over to the 


other side of the mountain. 


Vattay} 

As we had little prospect of seeing 

Mont Blanc again, we rejoiced at 

having outwalked the Diligence so far, 

tho’ poor George >as usual< stood the cravings of 
hunger much more than myself. 

By the way, the arrangements by this 

road are the most intolerable which 

can be conceived - for every comfort of 

the traveller is thoroughly despised. 

Here we (sleepless to boot and [illegible] routed 
out of our beds at 3) travelling incessant- 

-ly, since 4 with sev’! hours of walking were 
informed that no breakfast was to be had until 
past 12 at Vattay a paltry village on the 

moor, where we all accordingly arrived faint & 
“weary & way-worn” - & after all 

had a most wretched apology for 


food set before us - being musty brown 
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bread, a small allowance of excrable 
coffee or burnt bread crusts, singed 
milk, stale salt butter, & some honey! 
Before this was half over our throats, 
we were told we had lost time by 

the road - that we were to be searched 
by the Police, there wd. be great detention. 
Away we rumbled once more, little 
refreshed by our sorry entertainment, 
and under the full conviction that we 
could not reach our destination for 
dinner earlier than 8 at night! This 
was comfort with a vengeance! - & al- 
-ready did we feel the inconvenience 
of our situation, for the coupe was in- 
-tolerably low in the roof, narrow, 

& built for the French breed, as well 

in latitude as longitude! We endevour- 
-ed to while away the time as 


we best could - & as Mr. Smith 
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abounded in Irish humour & anecdote, 
we got on excellently, in that respect. 
Indeed, during our whole lamentable 
journey, we never altogether lost 
“spunk”, but extracted subject for 
merriment & fun out of our worst 
mishaps! this is the true philosophy 

of travelling - for your Saturnine man 
wd. die of sheer spleen & ennui as 
well as fatigue if he gave way 

to his John Bullish nonsense of cur- 
-sing every thing French, & especially 
Their “infernal” Diligences, of which we 
had ample specimens in the persons 

of sundry chips of our Island, of 
whom in truth we had no reason 


to vaunt. 
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Our long looked for pleasure 
came at last - for "at length & 


long" we reached Les Rousses, the 
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frontier custom house, & the stile in which 
these matters is accomplished is so 

truly despotic & abominable that I note 
it, lest after a few years I may be ac- 
-cused of using a "travellers licence" or 
of entire want of memory! 

Well - our Diligence was driven 

within a large archway underneath the 
Custom house having two gates. About 
six police & douanes were there ready 

to “do their office" with numerous por- 
-ters & understrappers, military centi- 
-nels being placed at the gates. The 
passengers were bowed out of their seats 
& the entire luggage & passengers, boxes, 
bags &c &c taken from all parts of the 
carriage, & strewed about the floor of the 
place. Along one side of the vacant space 
which is elevated above the road-way 
where the Diligences drive in are ranged 
sets of gimlets & borers, from 1 foot 

to 10 or 12 ft. in length, to pierce large 
packages which they may be pleased 
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to suspect, after having turned over 

such parts as they pleased - or to probe 
Diligences - every part of which inside & 
out stuffings, cushions, horses collars &c 
undergo the most rigorous examin- 
-ation - and every passenger has pointed 
out to him or her framed notifications 

in four languages of what are contraband 
goods & what articles are subject to duty. 
Each person is then asked apart, if 

he has any goods to declare, on which 
duty is exigible. If so, what they are, & 

to produce them forthwith. Then, if 

you have any contraband or prohibited 
articles - if so, to deliver them up. 

They then commence by taking the 

first trunk or package belonging to 

a passenger which happens to be first 
ejected from the Diligence. "Monsieur 
(or Madame) vos cless!" You then 
politely hand your key to these ruffi- 
-ans, who have previously unloosed 


the fastenings of straps, ropes &c 
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and after screwing right & left in the 
clumsiest manner in their efforts to 

open the lock thrust every thing out - 
-side in, & inside out, & bumble about all 
your cloathes in quest of somewhat to 
seize - for they have a share of all the 
booty they can catch, which not a 

little sharpens their zeal for government 
duties! I had nothing, excepting what I 
had purposely placed in a box & gave 

to the chief officer the instant we stopped 
being some jewellery got at Geneva, which 
was scrupulously weighed to the utmost 
nicety, they taking good care to count 

as gold the stones, glass, enamel &c 
which formed above a half of each 
article. However, I wished to take all 

as it came, altho' the trinkets were 
personal, & strictly not liable to duty. 

I merely pointed out that circum- 

-stance & had for reply what indeed might 


have been expected - "Sir, you may 
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“have got them to dispose of for profit 
in France - at all events, all such 
"goods are liable to duty & you cannot 
"be exempted tho' a foreigner". After 
our trunk had been thoroughly tossed 
up, they declared themselves satisfied 
& then came our hat-boxes, containing 
our hats, sleeping dresses, shaving-tackle 
&c all of which were taken out in 
quest of spoil. Actual bows were 
exchanged when the keys were restored, 
& the things piled up amongst the 
other portmanteaus &c which had pre- 
-viously been examined. 

After all, came the most humi- 

-liating part of the ceremony! In the 
corner of this "sweet inclosure" was 

a wooden roofless apartment having 

a door, for decency's sake I suppose, 
(tho’ there decency is so grossly out 
-raged) The ladies had the priority out 
of the national politeness of these 


miscreants doubtless! In this 
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Temple of the Douane, they do the ladies 
the honor to permit a female searcher 
who merely turns up all their cloathes 
& feels every inch of the naked body, 
under the stays, breast &c! Every mor- 
-sel of padding about the dress is felt 
and pierced with a bodkin, the bon- 

net & cap taken off and under the hair 
of which the comb is tenderly removed, 
for fear of incommoding Madame or 
Mademoiselle! - and after being used 
more ignominiously than a female 
felon sent to Brideswell - the searcher 
makes her curtsy & wishes her 
indignant victim good morning!!! 

The gentlemen followed one by 

one, & had every inch of their dress 

felt & on alighting on any thing in 

any pocket - "pardonnez moi mon- 


-sieur - que ce que ce?" you produce 
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it after being required - & after all 

the person is examined externally 

in this manner, your hat is carefully 
scrutinised under the leather & lining 
&c - I happened to have my handker- 
-chief in my hand rubbing my face 
from the heat when I entered - & after 
all was over & I had been bowed 

out, my friend tapped me on the should- 
-der saying "excuse moi" - and 
requested to feel my handkerchief! 
What wd I have given for a cool kicking of this 
ruffian! 

This tender, affecting, and 

engaging exhibition, which is practiced 
for the entertainment of travellers by 
the most polite nation in the uni- 
-verse only lasted about two hours 

but assuredly excited livelier sensa- 
-tions than any even the deepest tra- 
-gical representation I even witnessed! 
So much so, that when my turn 


came, and the delicate Douane 
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began to paw my dress all over 

with grimaces & expressions of the 
utmost politeness, I had well nigh 

felled him to the ground on the 

first impulse of the moment - but 

that he was a puny looking wretch 

& whom a blow from my sinewy 

Swiss arm wd. have sent to his last 
account, prevented & withheld my wrath! 
I only said to him with a start 

& a look which ^I guess" spoke vol- 
-umes - "doucement Mons'r si vous 

plait - ou - “ and forthwith an- 

-other sort of search was substituted which 
did not last but a few seconds. 

A long time was exhausted in 

replacing all the luggage and paying 

duty on the things which had been 
declared - of which some of our 

female companions had a great 


store - but previous to this a 
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ceremony occurred, which many of us 
vainly adopted, to save future trouble until we 
shd. reach Paris - as there are other 
places where they exercise a right 

of search, in case the first Douanes 

shd. have let slip some things. On 
paying 1 franc for each package, they are 
plombed as it is termed - ie at the 
fastening of the rope which they put 

on every such package, they leave long 
ties or cuds, over which a double slip 

of lead is folded - & that being a double 
impression of the Police seal of the 
Frontier town, it is smartly struck with 

a heavy hammer, which secures the 
packet & prevents the possibility of its 
being opened to introduce any contra- 
-band goods - By every rule of right 

& wrong these packages, if untouched 

& the seal unbroken, ought to proceed 


to the capital unmolested, and the 
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proprietor put to no further inconvenience - 
but alas! that is a fallacy - for at 

another town & about midnight, as shall 
afterwards be noted, every article was 
again carried into another Custom 
house, all unsealed packages reexam- 
-ined more scrupulously than ever & 

a second personal examination instituted 
(from which, however, I luckily for my 
temper escaped, by walking about out 
of doors till all was over, after I had 
again opened my hat-box). They 

then, taking it for granted that all 

the plumbed boxes &c were right, cut 
off all the ropes & seals & directed 

them to be built up as formerly. 

This occupied above another hour &c 
threw the whole passengers (who by- 
the way were awaked out of their sleep 
& turned out on the road) into the 

most abominably bad humour. 


To amuse us during the 
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search of our luggage & persons an 
insane man having a large ulcerous 
running sore on his leg, which he carefully 
exposed bare to the knee, implored charity 
at the gate from which we were to 

emerge & occasionally penetrated into 

the centre of the passengers - until 

we demanded of the Douanes to turn 

out so disgusting a wretch - which they 
did - as far as the door. Under this 
running accompaniment - for he also kept 
bawling, without a moment's interruption 
in terms by no means unintelligible - 

did we endure the torture of our 
Inquisition - & I must do the Douanes 

the justice to say that the Holy Bro- 
-therhood itself might take a lesson 

From the zeal & activity of these dis- 
-passionate servants of Government! 

But, fortunately, even such things 

must have an end & after about 


2 Y hours spent in moral & intellectual enqui- 
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-ries, we departed from Les Rousses 
with as much horror for its institutions 
& practices as had we in reality 
effected our escape from their North- 
-ern friends les Rousses, who ten- 
-derly watch over their Polish brethren, 
under enactments little more barba- 
-rous than those from which we were 


just emancipated! 


Provisional Passport] 

From this detestable hole we 

Proceeded onward to Morez by a very 
dangerous & precipitous road - parti- 
-cularly so, during a [illegible] at night. 
Much of the after parts of the road, the 
whole of which was on the Jura range, 
were hilly, rendering the travelling particu- 
-Jarly tedious. At this place which is several stages farther forward, 
our Diligence was again stopped for above 
a half an hour, to reexamine our Pas- 
-ports, and to exchange those of foreign 


travellers for others called "Provisional" 
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For which said foreigners have to pay two 
francs - & on reaching Paris that Passport 
is taken, and on being marked at the 
Prefecture of Police, serves as a "permis 
de Sejoure" for one year, or until the 
traveller leaves France, when the original 
Passport, after receiving certain official 
stamps, is forwarded to the frontier, & there 
delivered up in exchange for the "Pass- 
Provisoire, ou Passe-port a L'interieur”. 
This complicated machinery is very annoy- 
-ing & usually detains a traveller several 
days - for he must intimate his intentions 
of leaving the country, & by what route to 
the Prefecture of Police, & to the English 
Ambassador - & next or following day - 
after they exchange signals that all 

is right - you get leave to be off. 

At length, we reached the station 
assigned to us for dinner & at 8 o'clock 
sat down to an execrably dressed supper 
with diabolically sour wine, which quite 


did for the entire company. It is 
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unnecessary to note how exhausting such 

a mode of travelling as that by Diligence is 
under any circumstances - but when added 
to that, the meals are unwholesome and 

at irregular hours, the risk of endangering 
the health is imminent. 

After we had endeavoured to compose 
ourselves to sleep, as formerly noticed (p.332) 
we were all ejected from the Diligence 

& above an hour was spent in subjecting 
the whole company, the coach, & every 
cranny, hole & bore which cd. be im- 
-agined, possible & impossible. When 

they had cut off the plombs from all 

the sealed packages, & annoyed us to 

the utmost, disarraying all our cloaks, 
seats, the straw under our feet being 
dragged out into the road, we were 
permitted to reseat ourselves, & the 

coach drove on. Almost all were 


more or less sick or sore in one 
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shape or another in the "interieur" - but 
we were more comfortable, for the time, 
Having only three in our coupe. 

Dole, change of Diligence} Septr 14th 
Dozing & awaking every few 

minutes, I spent a most wretched night, 
& was glad when dawn came round 

once more. We reached Dole, the 

place to which our Diligence went, being 
several stages on the other side of Dijon 
about 8 or 9 in the morning, & after 
booking ourselves for the coupe or 

the next best seats in the next coach 
which passed in about an hour, we 

set about washing & shaving - as it was 
the only opportunity we cd. get till we 
reached Paris on Sunday eve! We then 
breakfasted, & had only time to walk about 
a few minutes, before the next coach 
drove up, & we were so unfortunate as to 
be cut out of the coupe - but got cor- 
-ners ie corner seats in the interieur, which we took 
& ensconsed ourselves forthwith. 


Our friend Smith having been 
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no 1 in the coupe, had a choice of his 

seat & kept it, leaving us to go on mourn- 
-fully with new folks - which were 

as follows No.1 RP., 2 ladies maid to an 
Italian lady, 3 G.K.P., 4 Italian Lady, 

5 Miss Temple, an English lady, 6 A French 
fat comely woman. The places are all 
numbered in these Diligences, & if you are 
booked for a certain place, which pre- 
-vents all altercations. 

We had previously met all our fellow 
travellers before at every meal, excepting 
No. 5, who was a very interesting looking 
young lady, to whom we were afterwards 
serviceable. From the illness of a 

near relation, I supposed or some very 
urgent business she had travelled 

day & night, only a few days 

previously - & was so far on her 


return home alone, & pressed for 
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time, and evidently greatly exhausted 

by anxiety & bodily fatigue. We all 

got very happy together, & made the best 
of our uncomfortable berth. 

There is nothing worthy of noting, save 
that we reached Dijon in time for dinner 
where our Italian lady & her servant had 
to stop, owing to sickness & exhaustion. 
here we were allowed nearly two hours for 
dinner, having arrived an hour before 

the usual time. On returning to the 

coach we were all horrified at the exchange 
we had got for our Italians - being two 
conscripts or recruits of the lowest class, 
going to join their regiment at Paris! 

The spare time we used in exercising 

our stiffened joints, & seeing all that was 
worthy of being seen in Dijon, viz. the 
Cathedral & some other buildings - but 
we were soon driven back by stress 

of weather, for a sudden shower forced 
us to the Inn-yard, where we patiently 


waited the departure of our Diligence. 
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The country was like the rest of 

“la belle France” the most uninteresting 
and unpicturesque in nature, but to 
counterbalance that, we had the pleasure 
of a well packed Diligence, & night fast 
approaching! Long ere nightfall, our 
conscripts (who had the eccentric seats formerly 
occupied by the Italians) fell fast asleep 

& bolted right, left, & forward, incon- 
-trollably. My man got many a hard 
elbowing, which merely made him grunt 
awake, rub his eyes, & - fall fast asleep 
again! That lasted during a great part 

of the night, when an agreeable exchange 
was made by a camerade from 

aloft - a common foot soldier, as 

like a baboon as anything I had seen 

in human form, with beard & mustaches - 
as yellow as saffron, having toothache, 
gum-boils, & swelled face, which 


did not admit of his using his 
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military hat - so he had arranged two 
coloured handkerchiefs around his head 
& down his chops. He also smelt 
horribly of garlic, with a fetid breath. 
Having the command of one of the windows 
I declined accommodating him so far as 
to pull it up, else we shd. have been 
choked down right. He soon dropped 
asleep & rested his head alternately 

on the French lady & the English lady 
who shrank in horror & awaked him 

so often that he got enfuriated - but 

the French woman gave him a “down- 
set" which kept him from rage 

for the rest of the journey. The other fellows 
bumped & stotted about night & day 
-never was there such a somnolent 
wretch! - for tho' L often lost patience 

& boxed him so severely that he awoke 
with a shout, to hear an angry remon- 
-strance, he almost instantly relapsed. 


Thus merrily passed the night. 
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I did not sleep five minutes during the 
whole of it, & felt excessively fatigued - 
but next day, notwithstanding the awful 
plight in which we all were, I got round 


again. 


Septr. 15th 

15th Septr Saturday - No time was 
given to rest, & we had to breakfast 
by candle light at 5 in the morning 
on one cup of horrible coffee, a crust 
of stale, sour bread - & (if we chose 
it) sour wine, & some grapes were 
on the table - but some of us had 
gripes enough without that! The 


incessant fatigue, want of sleep & bad food we had had, proved too 
much for us all (excepting the English lady 


who took no meal except breakfast 

& sometimes half a cup of coffee when 
we dined) & grievous symptoms 

were soon observable. A wretched 
day, we passed, & as usual we 


had a very unseasonable dinner, 
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by which time George had got so ill that 
I was absolutely in horrors for cholera 
having seized him. He took prepared 
chalk, laudunum & something else in 
great quantities - but it was long ere 
it did him any good. I used nothing, 
not being so ill, but was deadly sick 
& suffered a good deal of pain. The 
rest of the people, in every part of the 
coach, were very ill, both last night, 
today, & all the following day, espe- 
-cially when we passed thro' the 
tainted air of Burgoigne, where we 
afterwards learnt the Cholera was 
raging. Such a time I wd. not 

again pass for any consideration! 

For a fortnight after Geo. reached 
Paris he had occasional returns, 
which were more or less violently 
but ultimately gave way to prepared 
chalk, rhubard, & aromatics. 


The history of this day was 
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the same with its fellows. The particulars 
cannot be here detailed. 

At a large town thro’ which 

we passed about 10 at night, Geo & 

I, during the change of horses, went 

into a handsome café, which was 

filled by officers & gentm. &c, playing billi- 
-ards, dominoes, cards &c, and took 

a dish of café noir & brandy, 

by way of setting our stomach - 

with a couple of spiced biscuits 

each. This mode of preparing coffee, 
which is drank almost quite 

black, & without cream. The 

brandy is added for taste & to com- 

-fort the stomach when travelling. 

This mixture settled me so well 

that I literally did not sleep a 

minute between night & morning. 


Even green tea, or [illegible] 
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coffee settles me in the same way 

at home, if taken after 7 at night, 

for I can never sleep after it till 

4 or 5 in the morning, & of course 

I wake unrefreshed. Fortunately 

Mr Smith had brought a small bottle 

of Eau de Cologne, which was of the 
greatest use to us all, especially to 

Miss Temple, who was nearly at 

the last stage of exhaustion from 

over fatigue &c. We did our best to 
keep her up by conversation 

&c - The eau de Cologne, when applied 
to the forehead & temples, is extremely 
refreshing, & the palms of the hands 
when wet & held close to the face 


also revives «from deadly sickness &c» considerably. 


Melunj Septr. 16th 


16th Septr Sunday. We reached 
Melun, a pretty large town, in time 
for breakfast, which was more com- 


-fortable than we had hitherto 
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had, but the conduction would not allow 
us time to enjoy it, being now within 

a few stages of Paris & anxious to 
enjoy himself on the Boulevards, 

or to get to his journey's end. Half 
breakfasted, we once more set out 

& fortunately two people left the coupe 
which allowed a Miss Temple to go 
thither, on exchange with Mr Smith, 
who sat with us in her seat - 

and the ruffian soldier was packed 

off to the roof by the Conducteur at 
our united request. 

Thus we enjoyed our ride very 

much, & our spirits were revived at 
the idea of getting so soon to our jour- 
-ney's end. The country began 
gradually to improve as we advanced. 
We approached Paris from Charenton 
and came in by Notre Dame &c 


to the [illegible] establishment 
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of Lafitte Hez where our luggage 

was politely inspected by the Police 

or Douanes, who merely, for form’s 
sake, open each box & pass it 

on seeing the course of the route 

& that you had already had two 
searches by the way. This was no 
small accommodation & comfort to us all. 
Our first business was to attend 

to Miss Temple, for whom we pro- 
-cured good apartments in the 
immediate vicinity of this establish- 
-ment, as she had determined to 

set off on Monday night or Tuesday 
morning by way of Calais, where some 
of her dresses had been detained by 
the Custom-house people. She very 
kindly took leave of us, & thanked 

us for our attentions, without which 
she was so good as to say she cd. 


hardly have reached Paris, so 


Bea déi about 3 oe, afr x‏ مس" 
A Insel Aarraf 2 T f^ ú / es‏ 


: 7 fos 7 
nh کے یں‎ for a 
= f. ی‎ « q 


Geneva toj 348 Septr 16th 


Paris 


entirely had her strength & spirits failed 
her, after such remarkable exertions. 

As soon as we had seen our 

fair charge to her hotel, we set off 

for our own, the "Hotel de Lille et 

“d Albion, rue S. Thomas de Louvre” 
quite close to the Palais Royal, which 
we reached about 3 o'clock, after 

a most harrasing journey of four 

days & three nights - which I wd. 

not willingly repeat for a great bribe - & 
under similar circumstances nothing wd. 
tempt me to undergo the same scenes. 
Here we enjoyed the great 

luxury of dressing & shaving, after 
having scrubbed ourselves to the 
utmost of our abilities - & as 

the table d'hote at our hotel 

was late, we sallied forth to a 
Restorateurs, and restored our flagging 


bodies & spirits with as good 
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fare as he could produce. The sense of 
rest and comfort this produced I cannot describe. 
Notwithstanding of our fatigues, 

We lost no unnecessary time with 

the pleasures of the table; but, after 
taking a tour of the Palais-Royal, we 
set forth to the Tuileries by the Place 
de Carousel, walked over the gardens 
of the Tuileries, Place de Louis XV, 
part of the Champs Elisees - and 
having glanced over the exquisite 
statuary, fountains, jettes d'eau 

&c &c of these public walks, 

we returned home by the Place 
Vendome &c highly delighted with 
our walk, which greatly revived 

us. This extensive promenade 
occupied us until sun-set, & we 

had just time to see the effect 

of the Passages & arcades of the 


Palais-Royal by gas-light, which 
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has recently been introduced, before re- 
-turning to our Hotel - and being ex- 
-tremely drowsy almost as soon as we 
had sat down to write, "the house was 
moved to adjourn” till next morning 

at 9 - and we had 12 hours of 

most refreshing sleep & were in the 
Salle a Manger before 9, where we 

met Mr Smith & George also rencoun- 


-tered several medical friends. *** 


Septr. 17th 


17th Septr Monday - from this date 
until we left Paris on 11th Octr. 

we saw almost all the sights of this 
wonderful metropolis, the chief 
points of which are so well known 
& so easily recollected, that I con- 
-sider it quite unnecessary to 


note the items or the details 


ei = d | z 4 _ 1 
> e V í Fiz g y F HELE (A424 2 to ope Berry 
Ad | 


¿fz (Zt s . هه‎ CAPA v Bela x 
7 he, 


351 


of each particular day's route. Suffice 
it to say, that we left no stone 
unturned, & no sight unseen, so far 
as we could. Unfortunately, as 

it was the time of "Vacance", 

when the public libraries & many 

of the public institutions were 

shut, a few of the lions escaped 

our view, there being no open doors 
until towards the close of October. 
This I greatly regretted, owing to the 
pleasure I had expected to derive 
from the King's library, the Maga- 
-zine &c &c, but there was no pos- 
-sible method of obtaining access - 
the whole of these public places being 
under the annual repairs, painting, 


&c & the keepers at grass. 
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To enumerate even a sketch 

of what we visited wd. be very un- 
-satisfactory - Of course the Louvre 
was the great attraction - to me espe- 
-cially the halls of statuary, which 
far exceeded my previous ideas. 
Among other places which parti- 
-cularly struck me was the Conser- 
-vatory of Arts & Measures, the Muse- 
-um of Artillery, the great public gar- 
-dens attached to the various Palaces 
the fountains, Boulevards &c. I had 
almost made up my mind not to 

visit the far famed Pere la Chaise 
burial ground, as I had been led to 
consider it in the light of a cockney 
sort of concern, thro' the exaggerated 
accounts of visitors. However, I 

had long before I left home been led 
to the determination & had long 


practiced the art of thinking for 
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myself, & not to pin my faith on any 
man's sleeve - so resolved to take 

a trip on the first unoccupied day - 

if favorable time at length came 

round, and we sallied forth to the 

City of the Dead, as I may well call 

it. Before entering within its 

massy gates, the rising ground, covered 
with evergreens & shrubs of every sort, 
were clearly seen with numerous 
tombs & monuments of every possible 
diversity of shape, shewing themselves 
thro' the green branches. The streets 
leading to Pere la Chaise are chiefly 
tennanted by marble cutters, monu- 
-ment-builders, sellers of chaplets, 
undertakers, & such like - paving the 
way as it were for the funeral 
processions & numerous visitors 


who constantly pour thro' these 
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Dismal gates. At the street entrance, 
the foreign visitor is struck with 

the total dissimilarity which exists 
between this & all similar burial 
grounds he had ever visited. Extreme 
neatness every where prevails, ex- 
-cepting where the digging of graves 
& the erection of tomb stones & monuments 
creates a temporary rubbish, which 
is instantly removed on the comple- 
-tion of the work. The earlier graves 
which are seen are those tenanted 

by persons of the lower orders - 

but they are alike distinguished 

by the neatness of their arrange- 
-ment, & the pious care taken by 
their surviving relatives to preserve 
the ground & monuments with 


the most scrupulous care & 
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neatness, arising from a religious 
feeling of propriety, as well as a 

decent remembrance of the dead. 

I have heard English &, I am 

ashamed to say it, Scotch travellers, 
affect to treat all this care & re- 
-verential affection for the last 

remains of departed friends & 
relations with levity, & frequently 
with derision - but I little envy 

that heart which can witness such 
marks of religious attention to the 

last resting place of near & valued 
relations with sentiments so repugnant 
to every responsible being. The touching 
but simple inscriptions on many 

of the humblest of these monuments 
was to me most affecting, & to 


my mind exhibited, without 
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the slightest tincture of affectation, 
the greatest agony of mind. On many 
monuments are no names, but a 
simple inscription to such effect as 
the following - "Here are deposited the 
mortal remains of a dearly beloved 
wife, awaiting a blessed resurrection. 
O passenger pray for her soul!" - 

" A heart broken widow resigns to 
her God her last surviving stay- 

her only son, at the premature age 

of 20". - “To my Henry - I shall 

soon rejoin thee" - “The Family of 
Beaumont rest in this sepulchre". 

As in our own Church yards, 

many of the monuments have 
special inscriptions, recording the 
merits & virtues of the deceased. 
Others of the poorest class have 


merely a wooden or iron 
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cross, painted black, stuck up at 

the head of the grave, with the name 
of the deceased, or the word “Resur- 
-gan..."&c. All the grounds & tomb- 
-stones are decorated with garlands, 
or crowns made of eternels a 

never fading flower of yellow, or white 
colours. On each anniversary of the 
deceased a fresh garland is added 
-so that many have dozens of 
crowns. The larger monuments 

have generally a small altar, cruci 
-fix, wax - tapers & one or more 
chairs for the devotional exercises 

of surviving relatives; so that there 

is accommodation for going thro' the 
Romish ceremonial of mass for the 
dead &c &c - I make all due al. 
-Jowances for differences of creed 
which occasions such an aberation 


from the word of God - but - 
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Firmly trust & believe that in his 
sight, if the heart be right & the wor- 
-shipper walks according to the 

light he has received, conscientiously 
it is by that light he will be 

judged. It is far otherwise with 

those who know better & merely 
comply with custom (if such there 
be). 

These remarks apply only to 

the Roman Catholic population. There 
is no need for complying with all 

or any of these ceremonies. Many 
English people are buried there, and 
there are nothing unusual about 
them, excepting that they are regu- 
-Jarly kept clear of weeds, are 
watered, & have a few evergreeens, 
shrubs or flowers. Many of 


the tombs are surrounded with 
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costly flowers; & within, crowns or 
garlands of eternals, porcelain or glass 
vases, with real or fictitious nose 
gays &c - but then the same 

spirit which dictates the preserva- 
-tion of the ground & tomb with 
such religious zeal prompts such 
superfluous & gaudy decorations 
Your mere John Bull, who “takes 

a prance” without previous converse 
with the manner, customs, & 
religion of other nations, enter 

a foreign country crammed to 

the tongue with self-importance, 

& a thorough contempt for every 
thing which does not happen to 

fall within the reach of his 

narrow mind, & limited sphere 

of observation. Everything new 


isa source of idle wonder 
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or affords a theme >either< for vituperation 
or sarcastic derision. It is from 

persons of such a kidney that 

one hears all manner of illi- 

-beral sentiments - & when one 

considers that nine tenths of such 
blockheads go abroad with nearly 

a total ignorance of the language 

& manners >& that they are< repulsive in the ex- 
-treme to the people among 

whom they travel, it is not sur- 

-prizing that they shd. return 

with such absurd fancies, having 

no existence in reality. Many 

of the creatures of this stamp whom 

I met, merely drive to a town, 

gape about for a few 


minutes or hours, drive off 
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again - and then, form "a mighty 
accurate view" of the place & 

people whom they have thus favored 
with their company! 

I had intended purchasing a 

guide to the grounds of Pere la Chaise 
but those sold there were too shabby 
& the more expensive ones in the 
shops, with prints of the leading tomb, 
cost from 12 to 20 francs. A second 
hand copy did not turn up ere 

Ileft Paris - and I wait till I find 

one at home, for they often occur. 

The other sights & exhibitions 

are too well known & recollected 

to render any remark admissible 

in these scraps. Towards the 
conclusion of our stay, the weather 


broke, which induced us to hasten 
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our departure homewards - especi- 
-ally as we now began, from the 
aspect of political affairs, to be 
anxious to be in the way in case 

of something turning up for George 
before the tide of favor began to 

set in strong upon the Army 


Medical Board. 


Octr 11th Thursday. Having fin- 
-ished all our matters at Paris we 
resolved on returning home by 
way of Rouen & Havre - & 


four days previous to the time 
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of starting, as use is, we hired the 

two nest places in the coupe to 

Rouen for this evening. The 

Diligence started at 11pm and we 
had rather a cold & bleak ride 

till breakfast time next morning, 
when the fog began to clear off. 

The views enjoyed during the latter 
part of our journey were less 
picturesque than I had anticipated, 
for unfortunately we had been 
induced to take the higher in- 

-stead of the lower line of road. 

Our companion proved to be a 

very extensive landed proprietor of 
Normandy, & one of the best informed 
& "English-looking" man we had met 
in France. He proves to be a retired 
mercht. of good family, who had visi- 


-ted most countries in Europe 


Geneva toj 364 Septr 


Paris 


including England &c. He was one 
of the victims to Bonaparte's insane 
mode of burning British produce 

& strangling the manufacturers & 
industry of his own country, so 

as to lead all the surplus popu- 
-lation to fly to the army as their 
dernier resort. We had an interesting 
account of his travels in Spain 
during the war &c &c and gave 

& communicated sundry views on 
"matters in general" - parting ex- 
-cellent friends. This gentm. 

has, by adopting the Scotch system, 
abolished pauperism & poor-laws 
from his district of Normandy, 
-following our plan very nearly, 


& improving on part of it 


365 


by which labour only is given to 
Paupers in mending roads, draining 
&c, at a rate slightly cheaper than 
the current wages of the country - 
thus inducing every person, male 

& female, to take better employment 
at the earliest possible oppor- 
-tunity. He was extremely anx- 
-cious to have my views on 

many parish matters, & in con- 
-sequence I doubt not, from 

what he remarked, that he 

will make a considerable 

change on some minute details. 

I have neither time nor room 

to note his system, & the pro- 
-jected working improvements. 

We had many other weighty 


matters thro’ hands, to our 
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mutual comfort & edification. 


After an agreeable ride we 

reached Rouen between 1 & 2 - and 
having washed & shaved, sallied forth to 
see its wonders & beauties. 

Rouen is a much larger place than 

I had believed. It contains above 

100,000 inhabitants and abounds in ma- 
-nufacturers, being after Lyons one of the 
most important mercantile places 

in France having Havre for its sea 

port with a navigable river on 

which all sorts of vessels ply, inclu- 
-ding daily steamboats between it 


& Havre & also Paris. 


note: 'Brussels - M. Prost - Hotel de Bellevue 


